
you do so much;” or, “Mr. John Jones, you 
do so and so, this is our decision,” abide 
by it. This course will cost you nothing, 
you go about your business, the country is 
quiet, and the community is not running 
after these infernal courts. Excuse me for 
the expression; but the whole nation think 
we must have courts, and the courts adju-
dicate; and some courts take the liberty of 
legislating as well as adjudicating, when, 
the fact is, if all difficulties now taken into 
courts were submitted to men’s honor, 
honesty, brains, and hearts, they could be 
adjudicated without the least trouble in the 
world. What would we do with our judges 
in such a state of society? Let them go to 
farming, get a factory, or go into business 
and improve the country.

I cannot say that this counsel is espe-
cially for the Latter-day Saints. Why? For 
this simple reason—you take out of these 
mountains the whole of the community 
except the Latter-day Saints, and I might 
include a good many who do not belong 
to the Church, and we would not have a 
lawsuit in our midst from one year’s end to 
another for five hundred miles square. And 
if the counsel I have just given be adopt-
ed, we shall have the most stable mining 
districts through our settlements that have 
ever been found in the western country. 
You will never see the excitement that you 
have seen in other mining localities. Of 
course there may be some who will crawl 
up into the mountains, build up little 
towns, and have their games and a little 
rowdyism, but not much; you will see a 
steadfast community.

We say to the Latter-day Saints, work 
for these capitalists, and work honestly and 
faithfully, and they will pay you faithfully. I 
am acquainted with a good many of them, 
and as far as I know them, I do not know but

every one is an honorable man. They are 
capitalists, they want to make money, and 
they want to make it honestly and accord-
ing to the principles of honest dealing. If 
they have means and are determined to 
risk it in opening mines you work for them 
by the day. Haul their ores, build their 
furnaces, and take your pay for it, and en-
ter your lands, build houses, improve your 
farms, buy your stock, and make yourselves 
better off; but, no lawing in the case. I have 
had an experience in this. I never lawed it 
much in my life; but from my youth my 
study has been to avoid law, and to take a 
course that no man could get the advan-
tage of me.

The esteem in which I hold law 
prompts me to keep out of it. You recol-
lect the story of the lawyer and the two 
farmers. The farmers had quarreled about 
a cow, and they went to law, and the re-
sult was the farmers held the cow and the 
lawyer milked her. I never see law going 
on much without the lawyer getting the 
milk and the cream, while those who go to 
law hold the cow for him to milk. I know 
you think my esteem is not very high for 
lawyers. I will say it is not for their evil 
practices; but as men and gentlemen I 
have known many who never dabbled in 
dishonesty. I have marveled many times at 
the oath that is required of a lawyer with 
regard to his client; it gives him license to 
make white black, and black white. If I 
were to fix up an oath for a lawyer to take 
when he entered upon business, I would 
make him swear to tell the truth, and to 
show the right of the case, for or against, 
every time, that is what I would do. But 
they are licensed from the very oath they 
take to justify their client, let him be ever 
so wrong; this, however, does not com-
pel them to be dishonest. Now, I do be-
seech you, I pray you, for your own sakes,

GATHERING THE SAINTS, ETC. 85

JOD Vol 14-LIVE.indd   85JOD Vol 14-LIVE.indd   85 5/16/20   8:45 PM5/16/20   8:45 PM


