GATHERING THE SAINTS, ETC.

house and what do I see? Perhaps the
bottom or top of the bread is burnt to
a coal. Why did you not do different?
"0, these are accidents." Yes, because we
never think of the business on our hands.
Mother gets up and it is: "O, Sally, where
is the dishcloth, I want it in a minute?"
"Susan, where in the world have you
put that broom?" or, "Where is the iron
holder?" and Susan knows nothing about
either dishcloth or broom, and says, "We
have no iron holder except some waste
paper." If I had nothing but a piece of an
old newspaper folded for a holder I would
have it where I could put my hand on
it in a moment, in the dark if I wanted
it. And so with the dishcloth, the broom,
the chairs, tables, sofas, and everything
about the house, so that if you had to get
up in the night you could lay your hand
on whatever you wanted instantly. Have
a place for everything and everything in
its place.

If I only had time I would teach you
how to knit stockings, for there are very
few women now-a-days who know how
many stitches to set on to knit stockings
for their husbands or for themselves; or
what size yarn or needles they require;
and when their stockings are finished
they are like some of these knitted by
machinery—a leg six inches long while
the foot is a foot or a foot and a half long;
or the leg only big enough for a boy ten
years old, while the foot is big enough for
any miner in the country. You know this
is extravagant, but it is a fact that the
art of knitting stockings is not near so
generally understood among the ladies
as it should be. I could tell you how it
should be done had I time and knew how
myself.

I will ask the whole human family
is there any harm in teaching people
how to be mechanics and artists, and
what their life is for? Is there any
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harm in teaching them the laws of life
and how to live, so that when they go
down to the grave they can say, "There is
my life, and it has been one of honor; look
at it and do as much better than I have
as God will give you ability to do. This is
the duty of the human family, instead of
wasting their lives and the lives of their
fellow beings, and the precious time God
has given us to improve our minds and
bodies by observing the laws of life, so
that the longevity of the human family
may begin to return. By and by, accord-
ing to the Scriptures, the days of a man
shall be like the days of a tree. But in
those days people will not eat and drink
as they do now; if they do their days will
not be like a tree, unless it be a very
short-lived tree. This is our business.

Then pay your tithing, just because
you like to, not unless you want to. They
say we cut people off the Church for not
paying tithing; we never have yet, but
they ought to be. God does not fellowship
them. The law of tithing is an eternal
law. The Lord Almighty never had his
kingdom on the earth without the law of
tithing being in the midst of his people,
and he never will. It is an eternal law
that God has instituted for the benefit
of the human family, for their salvation
and exaltation. This law is in the Priest-
hood, but we do not want any to observe
it unless they are willing to do so. If I
ask my brethren, "Are you willing to pay
tithing?" Many of them would say, "Yes,
we are not only willing to pay tithing, but
all that we have, for we are the Lord's,
and all that he has given us is his." That
would be the reply of thousands here to-
day. If the law of the land would permit
us we would show whether we are will-
ing to deed our property to the kingdom
of God or not. Mine has been deeded; and



