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slavery. A lady, whom I knew in my youth,
the wife of a minister, where I used to at-
tend meeting, said once to some of her sis-
ters in the church, “Do you suppose that
we shall be under the necessity of eating
with our hired help when we get into heav-
en? We do not do it here, and I have an
idea that there will be two tables in heav-
en.” Yet she was a lady of refinement and
education, still the traditions that had been
woven into her very being proved the folly
she possessed to ask such a question.

Do these and similar traditions ex-
ist in the world? Yes; I know of countries
in which if a poor person—or perhaps I
should say any person, and not confine it
to the poor—where if any person, man or
woman, were passing along the street, and
were to pick up a pocket book containing
one, ten, a hundred, or a thousand pounds,
he or she would feel to thank God for the
blessing, and would never think of trying
to find the owners of this property, or of
letting them know anything about it, even
if they were known. Such parties would
feel justified in the act, and would rejoice
because they were able to make themselves
comfortable. Are any of you acquainted
with such traditions? Yes, many of you
have been brought up in the midst of
them.

What would you do, who have lived in
England, if you had rented a place, and in
that place you had found some old secret
cupboard or hole in the wall containing
a fortune in treasure which had belonged
to some one who had formerly resided in
those premises, and whose children or rela-
tives might be living in the neighborhood
even then? Would you divulge such a cir-
cumstance, and do your best to discover
those to whom it rightfully belonged, in
order to restore it to them? No; you would
put it in your pocket, considering it a god-
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send, and never say a word about it.

I see these and numberless other traits
of character among, the people here, all
of which are the results of their traditions.
Now, what can we expect of them? We ex-
pect to treat them as children until we can
teach them to become men and women.
Seeing, then, that these differences in senti-
ment exist among the people, and know-
ing that they are the natural result of the
traditions and circumstances by which
they have been surrounded, it will not do
to judge according to the outward appear-
ance, but according to the sincerity and
honesty of the heart.

I look at the Latter-day Saints, and I
sometimes take the liberty to preach to
them; and this principle, of being judged
according to our works, is as applicable
to communities as individuals. I, there-
fore, wish to apply it to those amongst
us who are not as diligent as they might
be in the duties of every day life, as they
present themselves before them, whether
they be of a spiritual or temporal nature.
Whatever you do, you have been taught
sufficient to know that all our duties are in
the Lord and are circumscribed in the faith
and practice of the kingdom of God. “The
earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness thereof.”
The gold and the silver the earth contains
are his; the wheat and fine flour, the wine
and the oil are his; the cattle that roam over
the plains and mountains belong to him we
serve, and whom we acknowledge as the
God of the universe. And whether we are
raising cattle, planting, gathering, build-
ing or inhabiting, we are in the Lord, and
all we do is within the pale of his kingdom
upon the earth, consequently it is all spiri-
tual and all temporal, no matter what we
are laboring to accomplish.

We frequently call the brethren to
go on missions to preach the Gospel,
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