TRADITIONS, ETC.

and they will go and labor as faithfully as
men can do, fervent in spirit, in prayer,
in laying on hands, in preaching to and
teaching the people how to be saved. In
a few years they come home, and throw-
ing off their coats and hats, they will
say, "Religion, stand aside, I am going
to work now to get something for my-
self and my family." This is folly in the
extreme! When a man returns from a
mission where he has been preaching the
Gospel he ought to be just as ready to
come to this pulpit to preach as if he
were in England, France, Germany, or
on the islands of the sea. And when he
has been at home a week, a month, a
year, or ten years, the spirit of preach-
ing and the spirit of the Gospel ought to
be within him like a river flowing forth
to the people in good words, teachings,
precepts, and examples. If this is not the
case he does not fill his mission.

Men may think, and some of them
do, that we have a right to work for our-
selves; but I say we have no time to do
that in the narrow, selfish sense gen-
erally entertained when speaking about
working for self. We have no time allot-
ted to us here on the earth to work for
ourselves in that sense; and yet when la-
boring in the most disinterested and fer-
vent manner for the cause and kingdom
of God, it is all for ourselves. When I say
we do not labor for ourselves, I reflect in
a moment that I do nothing but what is
for myself and then for my friends. It is
equally true with all of us; and though
our time be entirely occupied in laboring
for the advancement of the kingdom of
God on the earth we are in reality labor-
ing most effectually for self, for all our in-
terest and welfare both in time and eter-
nity are circumscribed and bound up in
that kingdom.

How often, when I was engaged
in traveling and preaching the Gospel,
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have the people said to me, "O, this must
be all a speculation! You differ so much
from other people that we cannot believe
all you teach." "We have heard a great
deal about Mr. Smith, or 'Joe Smith,
they would often say, and he must be
a speculator, and these doctrines you
preach were gotten up by him expressly
for a speculation." I have acknowledged
a great many times, and I am as free to
acknowledge it today, that it is the great-
est speculation ever entered into by God,
men, or angels, for it is a speculation in-
volving eternal lives in the celestial king-
dom of God. It is the grandest invest-
ment on the face of the earth, and one in
which you may invest all and everything
you possess for the present and eternal
benefit of yourself, your wives, your chil-
dren, parents, relatives and friends; and
all who are wise will enter into it, for
they can make more by it, and be ex-
alted higher by its means than by any
other speculation ever introduced among
the children of men. When I labor in
the kingdom of God, I labor for my own
dear self, I have self continually before
me; the object of my pursuit is to ben-
efit my individual person; and this is
the case with every person who ever was
or ever will be exalted. Happiness and
glory are the pursuit of every person that
lives on the face of the earth, who is thor-
oughly endowed with wisdom and the
spirit of enterprise, whether immoral-
ity is brought in or not. Such are after
honor, ease, comfort; such want to wield
power, and would like to have influence
and dominion. Now, if they will enter
this great speculation—the kingdom of
God on the earth, the plan of redemption
and exaltation devised before the foun-
dation of the world was laid, it will lead
to greater happiness, power, influence,
and dominion than ever man possessed
or thought of.



