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complaining of dull times and no sales.

Ask them what are their dividends, and

they will tell you "a mere nothing." Why

not relieve this portion of the commu-

nity, and keep them from the necessity

of straining their brains until they be-

come insane to know how to pay their

debts? Say to them, "Pay your debts, we

will help you to do so but do not run into

debt any more. We are going to make our

own bonnets and hats." Will you make

the ribbons? No; you are not prepared

to do so now, but you soon will be. If

any of you want to do so now I have silk

I can furnish you, and we have plenty

of silk weavers amongst us. But if you

are not prepared for this just say, "We

will do without ribbons," or "We will do

with as few as possible," and make the

ornaments you wear on your heads of the

straw that grows in our fields.

Ladies, can you do this? You can and

we require you to do it. If you are the

means of plunging this whole people into

debt so as to distress them will there be

anything required of you? I think there

will, for you will be judged according to

your works. Are not the men as extrav-

agant as the women? Yes, certainly they

are, and just as foolish. I could point

out instances by the score and by the

hundred of men who are just as unwise,

shortsighted, and foolish as the women

can be; but a condemnation of the male

portion of the community will not justify

the female portion of it.

There is a great deal said in these

days with regard to woman's rights.

I wish our women understood their

rights, and would then assume them.

They have a great many rights they

are not aware of. As I pass around

from house to house, occasionally, I

sometimes think, "I wish the lady

who lives here understood her rights;

if she did I think her house and chil-

dren would look a little different." It is

your right, wives, to ask your husbands

to set out beautiful shade and fruit trees,

and to get you some vine and flowers

with which to adorn the outside of your

dwellings; and if your husbands have

not time, get them yourselves and plant

them out. Some, perhaps, will say, "O,

I have nothing but a log house, and it

is not worth that." Yes; it is worth it.

Whitewash and plaster it up, and get

vines to run over the door, so that every-

body who passes will say, "What a lovely

little cottage!" This is your privilege and

I wish you to exercise yourselves in your

own rights.

It is your right and privilege, too,

to stop all folly in your conversation,

and how necessary this is! I have often

thought and said, "How necessary it is

for mothers, who are the first teachers

of their children and who make the first

impressions on their young minds, to be

strict." How careful they should be never

to impress a false idea on the mind of

a child! They should never teach them

anything unless they know it is correct

in every respect. They should never say

a word, especially in the hearing of a

child, that is improper. How natural it is

for women to talk baby-talk to their chil-

dren; and it seems just as natural for the

men to do so. It is just as natural for me

as to draw my breath to talk nonsense to

a child on my lap, and yet I have been

trying to break myself of it ever since I

began to have a family.

These duties and responsibilities de-

volve upon mothers far more than

upon fathers, for you know the lat-

ter are often in the field or canyon,

and are frequently away from home,

sometimes for several days together, at-

tending to labors which compel them

to be absent from home. But the

mother is at home with the children con-


