TRADITIONS, ETC.

bellious under such circumstances, and
you may once in a while find a man who
will be rebellious when his wife and chil-
dren are full of faith and good works. But
such individuals are of Gentile blood,
which is the rebellious blood, and will
show it out.

Now, sisters, hearken! Look to your-
selves in your capacity as Relief Societies
in this city and throughout the moun-
tains. Look at your condition. Consider
it for yourselves, and decide whether you
will go to and learn the influence which
you possess, and then wield that influ-
ence for doing good and to relieve the
poor among the people. When I have
been out in the nations I have frequently
been pained to see the scenes of distress
there to be met with. I recollect one cir-
cumstance, while in England. I have re-
lated it often, but will do so now. When
standing in Smithfield Market, in the
City of Manchester, once, I spent a penny
for a bunch of grapes that had just come
from France. Immediately after I felt as
guilty as I could feel, for I saw a woman
passing by who, I knew by her appear-
ance, was starving to death. She dare
not steal nor beg, for if she had done ei-
ther she would have been instantly ar-
rested and taken to prison or the work-
house. I say I felt guilty for spending
that in luxury which, if it had been given
to that woman, might have procured her
a morsel of bread, and so have helped to
relieve her misery.

Sisters, do you see any children
around your neighborhoods poorly clad
and without shoes? If you do, I say to
you Female Relief Societies pick up these
children and relieve their necessities,
and send them to school. And if you see
any young, middle-aged or old ladies in
need find them something to do that will
enable them to sustain themselves; but
don't relieve the idle, for relieving those
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who are able but unwilling to work is
ruinous to any community. The time
we spend here is our life, our substance,
our capital, our fortune, and that time
should be used profitably. Take these old
ladies, there are a great many of them
around rather poor, and give them some-
thing to do; that is their delight. You will
hardly find an old lady in the community
who has not been brought up to work;
and they would rather knit stockings or
do some other useful labor than eat the
bread of charity. Relieve the wants of
every individual in need in your neigh-
borhoods. This is in the capacity and in
the power of the Female Relief Societies
when it is not in the power of the Bish-
ops. Do you know it? I do, whether you
do or not; and you are learning it. Find
out what your influence is and how far
it extends, and use it to do good; and
live every day so that when you lie down
at night you can look back on the day
and say, in all honesty before God, "I do
not know that I have done a wrong ac-
tion, said an improper word, indulged in
a bad thought, or neglected to perform
any duty that I ought to have attended
to this day, and I can lie down in peace,
and submit myself to the Lord, and if I
never wake again in this world, all right,
I am just as ready to go now as I ever
shall be. This is the way we all should
live, but I know we come short of it, and
then plead ignorance as an excuse, as
has been stated here today.

We are here in these mountains. How
often do I think of it? Bro. George A. says
we are here because we are obliged to go
somewhere. This is true, we are abso-
lutely under the necessity of going some-
where or of fighting the whole world.
The Lord did not desire this. It was
necessary for the people to be scourged,



