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it was necessary for us to learn whether

we loved our property better than the

truth. Five times I have left a good

handsome property; but no matter, the

earth is the Lord's, and he can give and

take away what he pleases. Every time

I have been driven I have improved in

my circumstances. Every time this work

has been removed it has become taller,

wider, and longer; and if in the reign

of King James Buchanan, they had suc-

ceeded in removing us we should have

been still better off, because the Lord

would have prepared everything for the

people to have been better off; but this

was not his mind. Here is our home,

right here in these mountains. What

you have heard today from the previous

speaker I acknowledge may grate on the

ears of some; nevertheless it is true. I ac-

knowledge another thing—truth should

not at all times be spoken. But we

are here, and the statement you have

heard with regard to the President of

this people saying, "If they let us alone

ten years we would ask no odds of them,"

is true; and the only thing in which we

have never failed in obtaining satisfac-

tion has been to ask no odds of them, for

the most of things that we have asked

for have been denied us. In that we

can have satisfaction; we cannot help it.

We would not have things as they are

if we could help it. We should not have

left the States if we could have stayed

there. If we could have all the peo-

ple believe the truth we would not have

them unbelievers. There is hardly a civi-

lized nation on earth to which we have

not carried the Gospel without purse

and scrip. He who had money left it

at home. We have offered life and sal-

vation to the inhabitants of the earth

without money and without price, so

you see we do not believe in a hireling

priesthood. We preach here without pay.

Do our Bishops labor for pay? No, if they

are not capable of getting a living and

sustaining themselves and families, and

of filling the office of Bishop without pay,

they are hardly worthy of the Bishopric.

If a High Priest is called to be a presi-

dent or to travel and preach the Gospel

to the nations of the earth, he must do it

without pay; and we think that any man

who is not able to keep himself and fam-

ily and travel and preach one-half or two-

thirds of his time without being paid, is

not so good a financier as he ought to

be, still we find many who do not pos-

sess this qualification. When we have

all learned this we shall find that we can

have all we can ask for or desire; every-

thing to make us happy and comfortable,

no matter whether we are called to go

abroad and preach or whether we stay

and labor at home.

Brethren and sisters, and especially

the sisters, I hope you will listen to what

has been said this morning. I have been

preaching to the sisters of the Church

this morning, not to outsiders. If I had

preached to outsiders I should have told

them what the Gospel is; how they can

come to God, not to an "anxious bench." I

should have told them to repent of their

sins, and to be baptized for the remission

of them, and to have hands laid upon

them for the reception of the Holy Ghost,

which would bring to their remembrance

things past, present, and to come; that

would make prophets and prophetesses

of them; give to them those gifts that

God has set in his Church—the gift of

healing, the gift of discerning of spir-

its, of tongues, of the interpretation of

tongues, of prophecy, etc., etc. Are they

here? Yes, right here in abundance, to

overflowing. If the Saints would be faith-

ful in cultivating these gifts every doc-

tor might be removed from our midst.


