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the Lord there? No, he is not there. But

by and by you hear a small, still voice

saying, "Peace, peace." The Lord is there,

and this is his voice. It will satisfy some,

but others, like our brother, want a testi-

mony like a rushing, mighty wind.

I will give you a little of my experi-

ence, not merely at the time that I con-

cluded to forsake sin and embrace peace,

and righteousness, but since then. My

experience in this kingdom as a man,

as an intelligent being, concerning the

philosophy of this world and mankind,

and all things pertaining to the earth,

teaches me a great many little items that

are passed over unnoticed by most of the

people. My conclusion with regard to

a sound religious experience is simply

this: If I am convicted of sin I am made

sensible of wrong. If this wrong exists

within me, my good judgment teaches

me that I should take that and put it

away from me; turn it out of doors; it

would teach me to say, "I do not want

you, you are not good for me; you pro-

duce sorrow, mourning, affliction, and all

manner of grief and pain. Go out of

doors, I do not want you, you are evil.

I will adopt truth and correct principles

and plant themwithin me instead of that

which will destroy me." Being convinced

of all this, what course shall I pursue, if

I desire to procure a sound experience—

one that is genuine and will endure, and

prove to God and all the heavenly host,

also to my family and neighbors, that I

am sorry for sin? I will forsake it, and

will not let it dwell within me, but will

do all I can to banish it from me. Would

this be a proof? Yes. Then let my ac-

tions correspond with the confession of

my mouth; and if I have discovered this

fountain of evil within me, I must lay

a foundation to be free from it. Do I

wish to wait until the Lord speaks from

heaven to me? No, the Lord has planted

within me knowledge and wisdom to dis-

tinguish between right and wrong, and if

I wait until his voice comes from heaven

to tell me that I am a sinner, or un-

til he gives me some particular man-

ifestation of approval on my attempt-

ing to forsake evil, I may wait a great

while. I do not know howmuch he thinks

of me, nor whether, if I sought such a

manifestation, he would come the first

night I knelt down to pray, or the second,

third, or fourth, or whether I should have

to continue a week, two weeks, or for

months. I do not know anything about

this; but my judgment having convinced

me that I am wrong, I do not want the

Lord to speak from the heavens. I will

ask any intelligent being that dwells on

the face of the earth if it is necessary to

wait until the Lord comes like a rushing,

mighty wind, or like an earthquake or

tornado? I do not see any necessity for

it. If I find an evil in me today I must

try and get rid of it; and if I find another

tomorrow I must get rid of it; and how

long must I continue to do so? Just as

long as God gives me intelligence; not for

a day, week, or year, but for my whole

life; and if I exist for ninety-nine years,

or for nine hundred and ninety-nine, I do

not expect there will be an hour in which

I will not be under the necessity of en-

deavoring to put evil from me if I find

it within me, and to grow and increase

in the principles of truth and righteous-

ness. By taking this course I know, in

and of myself, that I am forsaking my

sins, and do not want the Lord to man-

ifest it unto me. I know that if the plants

of sin and death are permitted to grow

within me they will prove my utter de-

struction, unless I tear them up root and

branch, and throw them away. The Lord

has bestowed upon me and upon every


