GOOD AND EVIL, ETC.

for I could not believe in their doctrines
and principles. Yet I have been at many
of their meetings and seen their modes of
conversion. As I have said to my friends
here, in speaking about Spiritualism, I
have seen the effects of animal magnetism,
or some anomalous sleep, or whatever it
may be called, many a time in my youth.
I have seen persons lie on the benches, on
the floor of the meetinghouse, or on the
ground at their camp meetings, for ten,
twenty, and thirty minutes, and I do not
know but an hour, and not a particle of
pulse about them. That was the effect of
what I call animal magnetism; they called
it the power of God, but no matter what
it was. I used to think that I should like
to ask such persons what they had seen
in their trance or vision; and when I got
old enough and dared ask them, I did so.
I have said to such persons: “Brother, what
have you experienced?” “Nothing.” “What
do you know more than before you had
this; what do you call it—trance, sleep or
dream? Do you know any more now than
before you fell to the earth?” “Nothing
more.” “Have you seen any person?” “No.”
“Then what is the use or utility of your
falling down here in the dirt?” I could not
see it, and consequently I was an infidel to
this. But I said then as I say now—“Show
me a church that God has organized, and
you will find Apostles to rule, govern, con-
trol, dictate, and give counsel. You will
find prophets, evangelists, pastors, teach-
ers, governments, helps, and diversities of
tongues. When the Church and kingdom
of God is upon the earth you will find all
these things and you will also hear proph-
esying therein.”

I will now return again to our
experience here. In Christendom
the people are taught by the priest,
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by father, by mother, by president, prince
and king, that the Bible is true and that
Jesus is the Christ; and they inherit this be-
lief, and if it is a true principle to believe
in Jesus, they inherit it without the use of
their judgment and reasoning faculties.
And when you find a church organized ac-
cording to the New Testament pattern it
does not require any particular manifesta-
tion to prove its truth, for we are taught
from our youth up to acknowledge the
New Testament and we cannot help it. It
is interwoven into our very natures; I do
not know but it is the warp and the fill-
ing, both. In consequence of this we have a
holy reverence for and a belief in the Bible,
though we may not believe in the actions
of all those who profess to believe in it. As
it was observed by my brother, “He loved
religion;” and for myself I can say that I
have always had a holy reverence for the
truth. I have had a divine reverence for it
from my youth, but, not for the conduct of
all those who profess to be Christians.
Well, how can you know when you
have passed from death unto life? You had
the witness right here from our brother, ac-
cording to the testimony of the Apostles,
“By this ye shall know ye have passed from
death unto life, if ye love the brethren.”
Our brother said he loved that poor Elder
who preached the Gospel to him, although
he could not gain admittance into a decent
house. Nobody would receive an Elder of
Israel, nobody would receive a messenger
bearing the words and keys of eternal life
and salvation to the nations, but a poor
widow on a back street where our broth-
er was ashamed to go. It put me in mind
of the harlot Rahab. She alone would re-
ceive the spies sent out by Joshua, the
servant of God. Do you not think she
was blessed? I think so; and I think
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