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they love to hear the servants of the Lord
bear testimony to the truth? How is it?
Perhaps many of the brethren and sis-
ters think we are not as interesting in our
conversation as we should be. I will say
to such, we will give the ground to you at
any time you will take the stand, and we
will sit and hear. But when we talk to you
we give you such ideas as we have, and
we clothe them in the best language that
is in our possession, according to the abil-
ity and the gift and grace that we possess.
Whether they are interesting to you or not
is not for me to say. It is true the Saints
may ask me why I do not attend meetings
more strictly than I do. I will say that, in
my life, I have been very strict in attend-
ing meetings, and when I attend now I
feel that the Saints require me to speak to
them; that is their desire and their faith;
but I have met with and talked to them
and the inhabitants of the earth so much
that I very frequently feel that my talk is
almost finished, it is pretty much gone
out of me; not the subjects to talk upon or
the ideas, but the strength of my human
existence, and in consequence of this dur-
ing the winter just passed I have stayed at
home. I have not asked the Saints to excuse
me on this account, for I think that I know
my own duty and what I should or should
not do better than anybody else; but as I
am feeling much better with regard to my
stomach and lungs, though I have no com-
plaint to make of my lungs as to the wind
chest—I have plenty of strength there; but
the organs of speech in this tabernacle are
actually worn; but as I am feeling better I
expect to meet with you more frequently.
It is my highest delight and plea-
sure to serve God and keep his com-
mandments; there is great delight in
the law of the Lord to me, for the
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simple reason—it is pure, holy, just, and
true; and those principles which the Lord
has revealed are the only correct principles
that man possesses on the earth. We may
imagine to ourselves that we possess a great
deal of human wisdom independent of the
Lord, but this is a mistake, for every truth
that is in the possession of the children of
men upon the earth came from God. The
sciences understood by man came from
God, and when we demonstrate a truth,
we demonstrate a portion of the faith, law,
or power by which all intelligent beings
exist, whether in heaven or on earth, con-
sequently when we have truth in our pos-
session we have so much of the knowledge
of God. I delight in this, because truth is
calculated to sustain itself; it is based upon
eternal facts and will endure, while all else
will sooner or later perish.

It was observed here just now that we
differ from the Christian world in our re-
ligious faith and belief; and so we do very
materially. I am not astonished that infi-
delity prevails to a great extent among the
inhabitants of the earth, for the religious
teachers of the people advance many ideas
and notions for truth which are in op-
position to and contradict facts demon-
strated by science, and which are gener-
ally understood. Says the scientific man, “I
do not see your religion to be true; I do
not understand the law, light, rules, reli-
gion, or whatever you call it, which you
say God has revealed; it is confusion to
me, and if I submit to and embrace your
views and theories I must reject the facts
which science demonstrates to me.” This
is the position, and the line of demarca-
tion has been plainly drawn, by those
who profess Christianity, between the
sciences and revealed religion. You take,
for instance, our geologists, and they tell
us that this earth has been in existence
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