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for thousands and millions of years. They
think, and they have good reason for their
faith, that their researches and investiga-
tions enable them to demonstrate that this
earth has been in existence as long as they
assert it has; and they say, “If the Lord, as
religionists declare, made the earth out of
nothing in six days, six thousand years ago,
our studies are all vain; but by what we
can learn from nature and the immutable
laws of the Creator as revealed therein, we
know that your theories are incorrect and
consequently we must reject your religions
as false and vain; we must be what you
call infidels, with the demonstrated truths
of science in our possession; or, rejecting
those truths, become enthusiasts in, what
you call, Christianity.”

In these respects we differ from the
Christian world, for our religion will not
clash with or contradict the facts of sci-
ence in any particular. You may take geol-
ogy, for instance, and it is a true science;
not that I would say for a moment that
all the conclusions and deductions of its
professors are true, but its leading prin-
ciples are; they are facts—they are eter-
nal; and to assert that the Lord made this
earth out of nothing is preposterous and
impossible. God never made something
out of nothing; it is not in the economy
or law by which the worlds were, are,
or will exist. There is an eternity before
us, and it is full of matter; and if we but
understand enough of the Lord and his
ways, we would say that he took of this
matter and organized this earth from it.
How long it has been organized it is not
for me to say, and I do not care anything
about it. As for the Bible account of the
creation we may say that the Lord gave it
to Moses, or rather Moses obtained the his-
tory and traditions of the fathers, and from
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these picked out what he considered nec-
essary, and that account has been handed
down from age to age, and we have got it,
no matter whether it is correct or not, and
whether the Lord found the earth empty
and void, whether he made it out of noth-
ing or out of the rude elements; or whether
he made it in six days or in as many mil-
lions of years, is and will remain a matter
of speculation in the minds of men unless
he give revelation on the subject. If we
understood the process of creation there
would be no mystery about it, it would
be all reasonable and plain, for there is no
mystery except to the ignorant. This we
know by what we have learned naturally
since we have had a being on the earth.
We can now take a hymn book and read
its contents; but if we had never learned
our letters and knew nothing about type
or paper or their uses, and should take up
a book and look at it, it would be a great
mystery; and still more so would it be to
see a person read line after line, and give
expression therefrom to the sentiments of
himself or others. But this is no mystery to
us now, because we have learned our let-
ters, and then learned to place those letters
into syllables, the syllables into words, and
the words into sentences.

Fifty or a hundred years ago, if any-
one had told the people of the East Indies
that water could be congealed, and form
ice so thick and hard that you could walk
on and drive teams over it, they would
probably have said, “We do not believe a
word of it.” Why? Because they did not
know anything about it. A proper reply
for all mankind to make under similar cir-
cumstances would be, “We do not know
anything about what you say, and do not
know whether we should have faith in it
or not. Perhaps we should, but we have no
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