
to be very religious; I do not make any 
pretensions to be religious; and I like you 
very well.” I replied, “That is a mistake, we 
are the most religious people on the face of 
the earth. We do not allow ourselves to go 
into a field to plough without taking our 
religion with us; we do not go into an of-
fice, behind the counter to deal out goods, 
into a counting house with the books, or 
anywhere to attend to or transact any busi-
ness without taking our religion with us. If 
we are railroading or on a pleasure trip our 
God and our religion must be with us. We 
are the most religious people in the world; 
but we are not so enthusiastic as some are. 
We have seen plenty of enthusiasm, but we 
do not care about it.” Said I, “This shout-
ing and singing one’s self away to everlast-
ing bliss, may be all very well in its place; 
but this alone is folly to me; my religion is 
to know the will of God and do it.”

I will say a few words to the Saints now. 
Shall I come right out plain to you? I think 
I will. Suppose I were to get up a party 
here and say, “You are welcome, I will 
find music and a good dinner,” do you not 
think this room would be crowded? Yes, to 
overflowing, it would not be large enough; 
but when it is opened for the worship of 
God how different! O, Saints, all the fear 
that I have with regard to us as a people, 
is that we may neglect our God and our 
religion! We have passed through the nar-
rows, and have run the gauntlet for forty 
years now and have come out unscathed, 
and what do you say? Will we serve God?

Latter-day Saints, have your chil-

dren come to meeting. Sisters, let your 
little girls go to Sunday school or come to 
meeting! Brethren, let your children go to 
Sunday school, or to meeting, and advise 
your neighbors to do the same, and let this 
hall be crowded; and when more want to 
gain admittance than it will accommodate 
we will resort to the New Tabernacle, as we 
intend to do this afternoon. Some of the sis-
ters say it is so warm in here; but let me ask 
them whether they would go without break-
fast rather than cook it because the stove is 
hot. If there were a breakfast or dinner here, 
I expect you would come notwithstanding 
the warmth. I do not fear the scoffs of the 
world; but, as I have already said, if I fear 
anything with regard to this people, it is that 
they will neglect God and their religion.

We have heard something about Joseph 
Smith this morning. Brother Woodruff 
has been talking about the Prophet. I can 
say that if the whole world of mankind had 
known Joseph Smith and this people as 
well as we know them, the biggest infidel 
in the world, or the wickedest man living, 
if he had not passed the day of redemption 
and grace, so that the Spirit of the Lord had 
ceased to operate on his mind, that man 
would thank God for the Latter-day Saints, 
for we are for the salvation of all who can 
be saved, and we calculate to continue until 
the work is done. Jesus is our captain and 
leader; Jesus, the Savior of the world—the 
Christ that we believe in, is the “one-man 
power” so much talked about; and we calcu-
late to do his will as far as we know it. May 
God help us to do it! Amen.
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