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OBEDIENCE—THE REVELATION ON MARRIAGE AND THE
ANTI-POLYGAMY LAW
REMARKS BY PRESIDENT BRIGHAM YOUNG, DELIVERED IN THE

NEW TABERNACLE, SALT LAKE CITY, MAY 21, 1871
Reported by David W. Evans

If my friends will have patience with
me I will say a few words. To the Latter-
day Saints I say, I do pray you to prove the
words of Brother Cannon true with regard
to being obedient to your President in all
things, and doing as he tells you. I pray
you to hearken to this counsel; if you do,
contention and sin will cease, and we shall
not see men going to the canyon or rid-
ing out for pleasure on the Sabbath day,
instead of coming here to meeting; we shall
hear no more of their taking advantage of
each other, stirring up strife, going to law,
bearing false witness, or pilfering a little
the one from the other. I pray you to take
this counsel, and cease your wickedness,
Latter-day Saints, and do as your President
tells you. I feel to say this; and if you will
be patient with me I will say a little more.

There are strangers here, and to them
I will say we have traveled the earth over,
and where we could not go we have sent
by Elders and by proclamation. We have
asked the inhabitants of the earth to be-
come acquainted with our doctrine. Would
they read it? No. Would they go to hear
an Elder preach? No, as a general thing
they would not. If we had been let alone
while with the Christians we would have
been there now proclaiming the Gospel.
But I wish to say to strangers that we were
not persecuted because we believed in
having many wives, for that principle
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was not known to our persecutors until
we came to these mountains, although the
revelation was received by Joseph Smith
and written a year before his death. Since
this doctrine has been proclaimed we have
lived in peace.

The inquiry among many, and especial-
ly among our political friends, is, “What
are you going to do? Are you going to
observe the law against plurality of wives,
or are you going to obey the revelation?”
We have obeyed the revelation thus far,
and still live; that I can say, and perhaps
that is enough. What do we say about the
lawmakers? Go to, ye legislators, and make
a law that every man in this government
shall have one wife. You have just as good
a right to do that as to say that we shall
not have two. Let every man have his wife,
raise his family, live virtuously and keep his
vows, and our difficulty is at an end. We
say to Congressmen and Presidents, have
your wife; and we also say to every politi-
cal and financial man the world over, mar-
ry the women and take care of them and
save us the trouble. If you do not, we will
gather them up, just as sure as the world.
Many destroy life; we save it; and as we
have said, years and years ago, we say now
to all, the day that you will be virtuous and
cease your unlawful connections with the
sex and every man have his wife, and all
the inhabitants of this government observe
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