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must disperse among the people; if you

do not, remember the militia will be

upon you." We bid them goodbye and left

our property; we would not forsake our

prophets then, and we are of the same

mind yet.

Here we are, though we did not come

here because we chose to get out of the

way of the Christians. We wanted to

stay with our former brethren, to in-

duce them if possible to receive the truth;

but they would not hear it. The world

of mankind is sunk in ignorance and

darkness; but the Lord Almighty has re-

vealed his will from heaven, and we shall

declare it to the people, and give them a

chance to receive or reject it. The Lord

invites all to come, and partake of the

benefits of his Gospel, which, we are told

in the Scriptures, is the power of God

unto salvation; and our experience has

proved that it is so, whether taken in a

moral, social, political, or financial point

of view. We have gathered the poorest

class of men to be found on the continent

of America, and I was one of them; and

we have gathered the same class from

Europe, for very few indeed of those who

have obeyed the Gospel have ever been

the possessors of any wealth. We have

taken the poor and the ignorant from the

dens and caves of the earth and brought

them here, and we have labored day and

night, week after week, and year after

year, to make ourselves comfortable, and

to obtain all the knowledge there is in

the world, and the knowledge that comes

from God, and we shall continue to do

so. We shall take the weak and the

feeble and bring them up to the stan-

dard that God requires. The Gospel of

life and salvation does not reduce those

who obey it to beggary; but it takes the

poor and the ignorant, makes them wise

and happy, and surrounds them with

the comforts of life and everything de-

sirable, and teaches them to serve God

with all their hearts.

This, gentlemen, is our doctrine,

faith, and practice; and we wish

strangers to understand that we did not

come here out of choice, but because we

were obliged to go somewhere, and this

was the best place we could find. It

was impossible for any person to live

here unless he labored hard and battled

and fought against the elements, but it

was a first-rate place to raise Latter-day

Saints, and we shall be blessed in liv-

ing here, and shall yet make it like the

Garden of Eden; and the Lord Almighty

will hedge about his Saints and will de-

fend and preserve them if they will do

his will. The only fear I have is that we

will not do right; if we do we will be like

a city set on a hill, our light will not be

hid. I trust that the time will soon come

when, in all things, our conduct will be

such that all the world might pattern af-

ter us with advantage. I can say that at

the present time we are far from that.

It is sometimes said by strangers, "We

suppose you Latter-day Saints consider

yourselves perfect, don't you?" I answer,

not by any means; we are as imperfect as

a people ought to be, and a little more so.

I wish that what Brother George Q.

said of you was true—that you were

all obedient to your President. If you

all will be, you will cease sinning, tat-

tling, lying, backbiting, and strife; all

will be industrious, prudent, faithful

and full of wisdom and good works,

and the power of God will be upon us

more and more, and we will be able to

do more good to the inhabitants of the

earth. We have no quarrel with any-

body. We exchange ideas, but we will

not contend. As I used to say to the

ministers, when traveling and preach-

ing, "I will not dispute. If you want


