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from him that was before thee:

"But I will settle him in mine house

and in my kingdom forever: and his

throne shall be established for evermore.

"According to all these words, and ac-

cording to all this vision, so did Nathan

speak unto David."

There is one point, brethren and sis-

ters, in the passages I have just read

in your hearing, to which I wish to

call your attention—namely, the plea-

sure that was evinced by the Lord at the

disposition which David manifested—a

disposition which none of his predeces-

sors, apparently, had exhibited, to build

unto the Lord of hosts a house, a tem-

ple, a place upon and within which his

glory could rest. So pleased appeared the

Lord to be with this disposition of David

that he promised him that he would es-

tablish his dynasty, that his son should

reign after him, and that this son should

be the instrument in his hands of build-

ing a glorious temple unto his name. The

reasons are given in other portions of

Scripture why the Lord did not accept

this offering on the part of David. The

Lord, in one place, alludes to his life, say-

ing that he had been a man of war and

blood; that he had gone forth and fought

his enemies, and because of this the Lord

was not disposed to accept his offer, but

he promised David that he would raise

up a son after him who should be a

man of peace—a man free from war and

blood, and that during his lifetime his

temple should be reared; and, accord-

ing to the prediction of the Lord God,

through Nathan the Prophet, Solomon

was raised up and did accomplish the

work which his father David had desired

to do, and he did rear a temple unto the

name of the Lord upon and within which

his glory rested and was manifested; and

the blessing of God rested upon Solomon

so long as he continued to serve with a

perfect heart the Lord God of his fathers.

Israel was also greatly blessed and pros-

pered in rearing that house; and though

Solomon, in his prayer, when dedicat-

ing it, said how was it possible that God

could take up his residence upon earth,

when the heavens, and the heaven of

heavens could not contain him, still God

did condescend to manifest his glory in

that house to such an extent that the

priests could not endure it; and the bless-

ings of God rested visibly, in the presence

of the people, upon that house, and they

knew that he had accepted their labors

and the dedication of their means for the

erection of a house to his name.

This labor appeals to us in a very pe-

culiar manner. There is no people or

community on the face of the earth to-

day, except the Latter-day Saints, who

think of rearing unto the Lord of Hosts

a temple upon the same principle and

for the same objects and ends that the

temple was reared in Jerusalem. Al-

ready we have completed two temples,

and laid the foundation of five. The

Saints are all familiar with the history

of the building of the temple of Kirt-

land, whether they were there person-

ally or not; they are also familiar with

the blessed results which followed its

erection. They know that God did man-

ifest himself to his servants and people

in a very peculiar manner, and poured

out upon them great and precious bless-

ings; many ordinances which had been

lost to man, or of which he scarcely

knew anything, and for the administra-

tion of which there had been no authority

upon the earth for generations, were re-

stored, and men and women received or-

dinances, promises and blessings which

comforted their hearts and encouraged

them in the work of God. And not

only were these ordinances adminis-


