THE BUILDING OF TEMPLES, ETC.

a people, to exceeding great diligence in
pushing forward this work.

When David announced his intention
to prepare the means for the building
of the house that should be erected by
his son Solomon, he accumulated every-
thing that could be prepared beforehand,
so that when Solomon should come to
the throne after his decease, he might be
full-handed and have abundance where-
with to commence the labor of building.
To accomplish this, David called upon
Israel to come forward and exert them-
selves, and they did so, so we are told,
and had exceeding great joy in contribut-
ing of their means for the erection of that
building. Of course there is no objec-
tion to the Latter-day Saints doing the
same; still, that requirement is not made
of us at the present time. All that we
are required to do is to obey the law that
God has given unto us, that is, to pay
our tithing. It has been said, and I do
not doubt the correctness of the state-
ment, in fact, I may say I am fully aware
and conscious of it, that if this people
would pay one-tenth of their tithing this
temple could be pushed forward to com-
pletion very speedily. As a people we
have been very negligent in paying our
tithing; there are doubtless many excep-
tions, but as a rule we have not complied
with that law with the strictness which
we should have done. Now, however,
there is an opportunity for us to com-
pensate for our shortcomings in the past,
and to go to with zeal and energy to rear
this house, so that there may be a temple
of God in our midst in which ordinances
can be administered for the living and
for the dead. I fully believe that when
that temple is once finished there will be
a power and manifestations of the good-
ness of God unto this people such as they
have never before experienced. Every
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work of this kind that we have ac-
complished has been attended with in-
creased and wonderful results unto us
as a people—an increase of power and
of God's blessings upon us. It was so in
Kirtland and at Nauvoo; at both places
the Elders had an increase of power,
and the Saints, since the completion of,
and the administration of ordinances in,
those buildings have had a power they
never possessed previously.

If any proof of this is needed let
us reflect upon the wonderful deliver-
ances that God has wrought out for us
since we left Illinois. Up to that pe-
riod or up to the time that the temple
was partly finished and the blessings of
God bestowed within its walls, our en-
emies to a very great extent had tri-
umphed over us. We had been driven
from place to place; compelled to flee
from one town, county and State to an-
other; but how great the change since
then! We started out a poor, friendless
people, with nothing but God's blessing
upon us, his power overshadowing us
and his guidance to lead us in the wilder-
ness; and from the day that we crossed
the Mississippi River until this day—the
8th of April, 1871—we have had con-
tinued success and triumphs. God has
signally delivered us from the hands of
our enemies, and when it has seemed
as though we would be overwhelmed, as
though no earthly power could succor or
deliver us from the hands of those who
sought our overthrow, God has done for
us as he did for his ancient covenant peo-
ple, when he caused the waters of the
Red Sea to separate, that they might
pass through and escape the destruction
their enemies threatened. So have we
been in as remarkable a manner deliv-
ered from, apparently, overwhelming dif-
ficulty and danger.

Whence, I ask, my brethren and



