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sisters, has this power come? Whence

has it been derived? I attribute it to the

blessings and the power and the author-

ity and the keys which God gave unto

his Saints, and which he commenced to

give in the Temple at Nauvoo. The El-

ders of Israel there received keys, endow-

ments and authority which they have

not failed to exercise in times of extrem-

ity and danger; and clouds have been

scattered and storms blown over, and

peace and guidance, and all the bless-

ings which have been desired have been

bestowed upon the people, according to

the faith that has been exercised. Oth-

ers may attribute these things to other

causes; but I attribute them to this, and

I feel to give God the glory; and I trace

these deliverances to the power that the

Elders received in that temple and previ-

ously. I fully believe also, as I have said,

that when this and other temples are

completed, there will be an increase of

power bestowed upon the people of God,

and that they will, thereby, be better fit-

ted to go forth and cope with the powers

of darkness and with the evils that exist

in the world and to establish the Zion of

God never more to be thrown down.

I know that there is a feeling in the

breasts of many people that this sort of

thing is fanaticism. This is characteris-

tic of the age of unbelief in which we live.

God, in the minds of this generation, is

removed far from them. He dwells at

an illimitable distance from man, and is

not supposed to interfere with his affairs.

Man, they think, is left to work out de-

liverance and salvation according to his

own wisdom; and there are a great many

people, and it may be said, a great many

nations, who do not believe that God in-

terferes at all with matters on the earth.

They think of and speak about him; but

it is mere form and tradition with them;

very few believe that he interferes di-

rectly with the affairs of men. Of course

when such a belief is prevalent, or rather

when such unbelief prevails, the idea of

building a temple or temples to the Most

High God, in which ordinances shall be

performed for the living and the dead,

strikes the people as something strange

and fanatical. But, let me ask, what

was the object of building a temple in

the days of Solomon? What was the ob-

ject of rebuilding it after its destruction

by Nebuchadnezzar? Why was it that

Ezra and the Jews who were with him

in Babylonish captivity were strength-

ened to go forth to rebuild the temple of

God at Jerusalem? We read in the Scrip-

tures that God's blessing rested upon

them. Their enemies, it is true, harassed

them and did all in their power to check

their labors, but nevertheless they were

exceedingly blessed, and God accepted

their work and bestowed choice and pe-

culiar blessings upon them.

When Jesus came the temple still

stood in Jerusalem, but it had become

defiled. He was so angered on one oc-

casion on this account that he took a

scourge of cords and beat out the money

changers and others who had defiled it,

and upset their tables, and in this visi-

ble manner showed his anger at the de-

filement of his Father's house.

We read in the revelations that the

time will come when the tabernacle of

God will be with men on the earth. How

shall we, as men and women, prepare for

this? One of the prophets says, "And the

Lord whom ye seek shall suddenly come

to his Temple," showing that there will

be, at some period or other, a temple or

temples built on the earth to which God

will come.

I have often thought, in reflecting

on this subject, how careless mankind


