
are in relation to the future. We are born 
on the earth, where family relationships 
that are most desirable are formed. Parents 
have their children whom they love beyond 
expression. These children grow up and 
form associations in life and raise families, 
and these relationships are the most tender 
known to the human heart. There is noth-
ing so much calculated to make life desir-
able as the relation of parents to children 
and children to parents, husbands to wives 
and wives to husbands; and many a man 
when he loses his partner, loses all the hope 
that he has; his heart sinks within him, and 
he feels as if life was undesirable; and in-
stances are not rare of men, through grief 
on this account, having their lives short-
ened. And so with the other sex; sometimes 
through the loss of a husband a woman’s 
heart will break and she goes down to an 
early grave. And yet, in the midst of the 
world where all these tender ties and emo-
tions exist there is no preparation for their 
perpetuation. The people do not believe 
that they exist beyond the grave. Imagine, 
if you can, a state of things where all these 
relationships are utterly destroyed and all 
mingle in one common herd! This is the 
kind of heaven that many people believe 
they are going to. I have heard ministers 
say, “O, I will not know any relationship 
between myself and my wife hereafter; 
she, then, will be no nearer to me than any 
other woman, nor I to her than any other 
man; our children will be no nearer to us 
than any other children, and we will live in 
this condition throughout the endless ages 
of eternity.” This is a dreary prospect for 
any human being who has the affection of 
a husband, wife, parent, or child—a dreary 
prospect for that endless eternity to which 
we are all hastening.

But God, in ancient days, gave cer-
tain authority unto one of his Apostles—
namely, Peter. He gave to him authority to 
bind on earth, and it should be bound in 
heaven; to loose on earth and it should be 
loosed in heaven. Where is this authority 
now? Shall we go to the Roman Catholic 
Church to find it? If it be there it is not 
exercised. Shall we go to the Episcopal 
Church to find it? If it be there they fail 
to proclaim it. Where shall we go to find 
a man who has authority to bind on earth 
and it is bound in heaven, as Jesus told 
Peter? Where shall we find a man whose 
acts will be thus recognized of God, and 
whose performances or solemnizations are 
confirmed by the heavens themselves? You 
travel throughout all the earth and mingle 
with the various sects who claim to be the 
descendants of the Apostles, and you will 
look in vain for any claims to such author-
ity. But come among the Latter-day Saints, 
who claim to be the original Church re-
stored to the earth again, who claim to 
have the authority of the Apostleship—the 
same Apostleship that was exercised by 
Peter, James, John and the other Apostles, 
and you will find the authority to bind 
and loose on earth and it will be bound or 
loosed in heaven, claimed and exercised in 
their midst. It is claimed by the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints that God 
has restored the keys of the Apostleship; 
that he has restored the authority by which 
the ordinances shall be performed on the 
earth that will bind man to woman, wom-
an to man, children to parents and parents 
to children, so that these relationships 
which are so acceptable in the sight of God 
may not only exist for time, but may be 
perpetuated throughout the endless ages of 
eternity.

This is  the claim the Latter-day
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