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Saints make, and it is the authority they
exercise. To claim the Apostleship and
authority without claiming and exercis-
ing its functions would be altogether con-
trary to the spirit and power of that
office and authority when it was upon
the earth in ancient days; therefore we
wish to rear temples and administer or-
dinances, looking, as we do, upon this life
as a state of probation in which we may
gain experience and prepare ourselves
for higher exaltation and a greater de-
gree of felicity in the world to come.

We build temples and we administer
and submit to ordinances and perform
those things within them which will pre-
pare us to dwell eternally with our God,
with Jesus and the Apostles in the heav-
ens. There each man will have his fam-
ily and kingdom. It is said that God
is Lord of lords and King of kings; but
how can he be King of kings unless there
be kings under him to give him homage
and pay respect unto him and acknowl-
edge him as their Lord and their King?
When God led forth Abraham and told
him that as the stars of the firmament
were innumerable so should his seed be,
he proclaimed to him the greatness of
his kingdom in eternity. He told Abra-
ham that he should be a king over this
innumerable host; for if Abraham were
not to be king over them, of what use
or glory would his posterity be to him?
When God pointed Abraham to the sand
on the seashore and told him that as it
was countless so should his seed be, he
told him in accents that could not be mis-
taken of the future glory of his eternal
kingdom. And if all mankind attained
to the same promises as Abraham, they
also would have an innumerable poster-
ity to reign over. As the prophet says
concerning our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ, "To the increase of his kingdom
there shall be no end." It shall go on
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increasing with every cycle of eternity, as
long as time endures. There shall be no
end to the increase of his kingdom. His
glory consisted of this; and the glory of
God consists in the number of his pos-
terity; and as generation succeeds gen-
eration, until the earth is filled and glo-
rified, other worlds will be rolled into
existence, upon which the posterity of
God, our heavenly Father, shall increase
throughout the endless ages of eternity.
As it was said to Abraham and Je-
sus, so it will be said to the faithful
sons and daughters of God; hence the
Latter-day Saints believe in the eternal
nature of the marriage relation. When
we marry there is a power here to bind
on earth and it is bound in heaven. Men
and women are married to each other
for time and for all eternity; not as it
is in the world, "until death shall them
part;" but that tie shall be as enduring
as eternity itself, and there shall never
be a time when it shall be dissolved; and
to their increase there shall be no end,
for this is the glory of God, and this
is the blessing of God upon his faithful
children. The godlike power has been
given us here on the earth to bear and
perpetuate our own species; and shall
this power, which brings so much joy,
peace and happiness, be confined and
limited to this short life? It is folly to
talk about such a thing; common sense
teaches us better. It teaches that we
have been organized, not for time alone;
that we have been endowed as we are,
in the image of God, not for thirty, forty,
fifty, seventy or a hundred years, but
as eternal beings, exercising our endow-
ments and functions for all eternity, if
we live faithful or take a course that
God approves. Therefore there is great
sense, beauty and godliness in the idea
that God taught Abraham with respect
to his posterity becoming as numer-



