THE CHARACTER OF THE SAVIOR, ETC.

in the image of our Creator, dwell upon
and inhabit it. I say that, did we all un-
derstand this light of Christ, possessed
by every human being when born into
the world, it would prompt us to worship
the God of nature; and did we heed it
as we ought we would not be likely to
come to the conclusion that there is no
personal God.

Among the remarks made here this
morning was one worthy the notice of ev-
ery intelligent being, and that was that
if we do not understand the mysteries of
the being of our Creator, shall we deny
it? Shall we deny the existence of that
which we do not understand? If we do,
we would want to keep an iron bedstead
to measure every person according to our
own measurement and dimensions; and
if persons were too long we would cut
them off, and if too short draw them out.
But we should discard this principle, and
our motto should be, we will let every
one believe as he pleases and follow out
the convictions of his own mind, for all
are free to choose or refuse; they are free
to serve God or to deny him. We have
the Scriptures of divine truth, and we
are free to believe or deny them. But we
shall be brought to judgment before God
for all these things, and shall have to
give an account to him who has the right
to call us to an account for the deeds done
in the body.

What shall we believe, then, when
we reflect upon and consider all these
things? Believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ. Who can object to him? When
his character is set forth in its true
light what fault can be found with him?
I have no question, as an individual,
but that the Jews believed they saw a
great many defects in the Savior. 1
would just as soon believe that the ig-
norant wicked can see no defects in the
character of a modern prophet as to
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believe that the Jews could see none in
the Savior. I have had the privilege,
in my lifetime, of reading some of the
writings which have been preserved and
handed down by the Jews, which con-
tained their description of the Savior's
character, and certainly, nothing could
be more ridiculous; and I remember that,
on one occasion, when talking to the
Prophet Joseph about these things, I
said to him, "No matter what they say
about you, I will defy mortal man to say
worse about a modern prophet than the
Jews have said about the Savior;" and
that the character of the Redeemer pre-
sented no defects whatever to the eyes
of those among whom he lived, is what I
would not say. I may say, however, that
men who did not believe in him looked
through prejudiced eyes, and hence they
were unable to view him in his true light;
and no man who has ever lived on the
earth was more ridiculed and traduced
than he was. But when we, that is, the
Christian world, read an account of his
character and doings, not the least blem-
ish or defect is seen; it might be different,
however, if he were here in our midst.
Suppose that he or his Apostles were
to walk through Christendom, preach-
ing the Gospel without purse or scrip, do
you think that if they tried to gain ad-
mission to the pulpits in the churches
or places of worship which have been
erected in their honor, and called the
churches of the Savior, or of St. Matthew,
John, Paul, Peter, Bartholomew and so
on, that they could gain admittance? Let
reason, guided and enlightened by the
conduct of the people, answer, and it
will give the negative at once to every
building of this kind erected in Chris-
tendom; so far as my knowledge ex-
tends, this would be the result except
among the Latter-day Saints. Perhaps
some may say that I have too much faith



