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not had the advantages resulting from

strict obedience to the ordinances, are

there subject to the evil power, to the

principle of death. There they will reside

who have denied the Lord Jesus Christ;

but they will be resurrected and will re-

ceive their bodies again; but blessed and

holy is he on whom the second death

hath no power. On many it will have

power; but what proportion of the whole

human family from the days of Adam

to the last born on the earth will be-

come angels of the devil and will reap

the wrath of God and endure it forever

and ever, it is not for me to say; but none

will, save those who have sinned against

the Holy Ghost. Who is able to do this?

That is the question. I will tell you of one

man who could have committed this sin.

We read in the days of the Apostles

of a certain man named Cornelius, a de-

vout man and one who worshipped the

Lord according to the light he possessed.

As he was once praying in his house, the

Holy Ghost fell upon him, and he and

his household rejoiced exceedingly. What

was the word of the Lord to Cornelius

under these circumstances? Was it "You

are saved, you are just right, you can

build up churches, you can show the peo-

ple that they can be saved, and can re-

ceive the Holy Ghost without the laying

on of hands?" No, the word of the Lord

to Cornelius was, "Send men to Joppa,

and call for one Simon, whose surname

is Peter; he lodgeth with one Simon a

tanner, whose house is by the seaside;

he shall tell thee what thou oughtest to

do." Cornelius sent to Joppa, and just be-

fore his messengers reached the house at

which Simon lodged, he had had a vision

in which a sheet descended from heaven,

in which were all manner of beasts and

creeping things of the earth; and a voice

said, "Rise, Peter, kill and eat." But

Peter said, "Not so, Lord, for I have

never eaten anything common or un-

clean." And the voice said unto him,

"What God hath cleansed, that call not

thou common." At that time the Gospel

had been given to the Jews only, and Pe-

ter and his brethren had the idea that

it was not for the Gentiles; but this vi-

sion was as much as to say, "I want

to open your eyes and show you that

the Gentiles as well as the Jews are

to receive and participate in the bless-

ings of the Gospel. Just as Peter awoke

from his vision there came a rap at the

door and the messengers of Cornelius in-

quired for him, and made known to him

their errand, and he and some of his

brethren went down and conversed with

Cornelius, and while doing so the Spirit

of God rested on them so powerfully that

they glorified God. The Jews who were

with Peter commenced, "Take care, Pe-

ter, we do not like this; we do not un-

derstand that the Gentiles are to have

the Gospel. The Savior is the Savior of

the Jews; Jesus was the king of the Jews

only and not the king of the Gentiles."

Peter commanded them to be still. Said

he, "Do you not see the pouring out of

the Spirit just as on the Day of Pentecost,

these people speaking with new tongues

and prophesying;" and said he, seeing

that this is the case, "Can anyman forbid

water that these should not be baptized,

which have received the Holy Ghost as

well as we." Cornelius, if he had rejected

the testimony of Peter, would have been

led to reject the Holy Ghost, which had

fallen upon him, and been lost.

This was an instance in which the

Holy Ghost was given before baptism;

there may be other cases in these

days, but if parties are thus favored

of the Lord, the outpouring of his

Spirit prompts them to send for an


