THE FULFILLMENT OF PROPHECY, ETC.

it may be well to briefly notice the ful-
fillment of this prophecy as manifested
in the rise and progress of this Church.
This Church has an existence this day
in consequence of the fulfillment of their
words. There never would have been
any such people as the Church of Je-
sus Christ of Latter-day Saints, unless
God had again manifested himself in ful-
fillment of this prophecy. He has seen
proper after so many generations have
passed, to again reveal himself to the
children of men, although it was con-
trary to their opinions and ideas that
God would ever again speak to the in-
habitants of the earth. They concluded
that all communication from the eternal
worlds was shut off, that, although there
was a God and plenty of angels and mes-
sengers in his presence, he would never
send them again to the inhabitants of
our globe to reveal anything new.

These have been the ideas of our fa-
thers for many generations that are past.

The whole Christian world were de-
luded with these ideas for some seven-
teen or eighteen centuries.

The idea took its rise in the apos-
tate church that sprang up in the days
of the Apostles; a church which de-
nied the spirit of revelation and had
the wickedness and audacity to proclaim
in the face and eyes of the Bible that
it needed no new revelation; that it
had sufficient. The councils that were
called towards the close of the third
and fourth centuries of the Christian era
concluded to introduce laws and rules
among the church. The Greek and
Catholic churches excommunicated all
persons that would believe in the God of
revelation.

They collected together various
manuscripts which they had picked up
in various parts of the earth, which
they called the fullness of the canon
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of Scripture; then they passed a de-
cree that if any person should be found
believing anything except that which
was contained in their canon, that he
should not be permitted full fellowship
in the church; that he should be dis-
fellowshipped and anathematized. This
wicked and abominable doctrine was
handed down for a great many genera-
tions in the Greek and Roman Catholic
churches, and will be found throughout
all their writings—the writings of their
most noted archbishops. They declare
that they neither received nor believed
in any new revelation; that their rule
of faith and practice was ancient Scrip-
ture; that the church must be guided
by those ancient laws, and by the tradi-
tions of their fathers—traditions handed
down from the days of the Apostles to
their day. Thus you see all communica-
tion from the heavens was cut off by their
own decree; they were worse than the
heathen. Nebuchadnezzar, a great hea-
then king accustomed to worship idols
all his days, had not apostatized from
the true God as those professed Chris-
tians had, for he believed in the God that
gave revelation. We have an account in
the Book of Daniel how the Lord did re-
veal himself to that heathen king in a
dream. But he forgot the dream and
sent a proclamation to all the wise men
of Babylon to see if he could find out an
interpreter. He, at length, found one in
the person of Daniel the Prophet, who
gave the king the dream that the God
of heaven had given him; also the inter-
pretation, and we have many instances
on record where ancient heathen kings
had not so far strayed from the God of
heaven but what they could believe in
new revelation; but we have the exam-
ple before us for many generations where
people who have assumed the name of
Christ disbelieved in new revelation, and



