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ministers respecting the different de-

nominations, which caused him to read

the Bible. He happened to fall upon a

certain passage contained in the Book

of James, "If any man lack wisdom, let

him ask of God, who giveth liberally and

upbraideth not." This passage, when he

read it, seemed to sink with great weight

upon his mind. He thought it was his

privilege to go to the Lord and ask him

respecting the desired information. As I

told you before, he had not been trained

up in any of the creeds of the existing de-

nominations, and therefore he was con-

fiding enough to believe what was here

written, "If any man lack wisdom," &c.

He thought to himself that he did lack

wisdom, for he did desire to know which

was the true church. He went into the

grove with a determination to claim this

promise. When he was thus praying he

saw a light which appeared to be ap-

proaching him from the heavens. As it

came nearer it seemed to grow brighter

until it settled upon the tops of the trees.

He thought it would consume the leaves

of the trees; but it gradually descended

and rested upon him. His mind was

immediately caught away. He saw in

this light two glorious personages, one

of whom spoke to him, pointing to the

other, saying, "This is my beloved Son,

hear ye him." This was a glorious vision

given to this boy. When these persons

interrogated him to know what he de-

sired, he answered and said, "Lord show

me which is the true church." He was

then informed by one of these person-

ages that there was no true church upon

the face of the whole earth; that the

whole Christian world, for many gener-

ations, had been in apostasy; that they

had denied communication and revela-

tion from heaven; denied the adminis-

tration of angels; denied the power that

was in the ancient church that comes

through the gift of the Holy Ghost, and

gave him much instruction upon this

point, but did not see proper upon that

occasion to give him a full knowledge of

the Gospel, and what was necessary to

constitute a true church, and gave him

some few commandments to govern him

in future time, with a promise that if he

would abide the same and call upon his

name, that the day would come when the

Lord would reveal to him still further,

making manifest what was necessary to

the constitution of the true church. The

vision withdrew; the personages attend-

ing and the light withdrew. He returned

to his father's house, and told the vi-

sion, not only to his parents and neigh-

bors, but to some of the preachers of the

religious denominations in that place.

He was expressly commanded in the vi-

sion to unite himself to none of these

churches. When he related that which he

had received in this vision, the ministers

immediately made light of it, and said

to him, "God does not reveal anything in

our days; he revealed all that was neces-

sary in ancient times; he has not spoken

for 1,800 years to anyone." From that

time forth he was persecuted, not only

by ministers, but all denominations in

that region persecuted him. "There goes

that visionary boy." This seemed to be

the feeling manifested, not only by pro-

fessors, but by all; but yet he knew that

God had manifested himself to him; he

could not be persuaded to the contrary,

any more than Paul could when he heard

Jesus in his first vision.

When about four years had elapsed,

he retired to his bed one Sunday

evening, reflecting upon the former vi-

sion, praying to the Lord that he

might receive a fulfillment of the

promise—namely, that if he was faith-

ful, the true order of the Church


