
Thus I have shown you how Truth 
sprang out of the earth; according to the 
words of our text. Mr. Smith being unedu-
cated, except in the elementary branches 
as taught in our common schools in the 
East, therefore felt himself incapable, by 
his own learning, to perform so great a 
work. He was commanded of the Lord 
to draw off some of these characters from 
the plates and send them to the learned, 
which he did; they were sent to the city 
of New York by the hands of Martin 
Harris, the old gentleman whom you saw 
here last Conference. That old gentleman 
being then a middle-aged man, went to 
New York to see if he could find any per-
son among the learned that could trans-
late the characters. He went to Professors 
Mitchell and Anthon, and they were ex-
hibited to them; and Mr. Harris received 
a certificate, stating that to them the trans-
lation of Joseph Smith seemed to be very 
correct. Martin Harris had not told Mr. 
Anthon how Mr. Smith came in posses-
sion of these characters. The Professor 
asked Mr. Harris how Mr. Smith ob-
tained the plates from which the charac-
ters were taken; he said that he obtained 
them by the administration of an holy an-
gel by obedience to the commandments 
of God. Mr. Anthon requested him to 
let him see the certificate, he did so; and 
without any further consultation tore 
it up before his eyes, and then said, if he 
would bring the plates to him he thought 
he could assist him in the translation. We  
all know that some of the characters  
and hieroglyphics that have been dis- 
covered in some parts of America cannot 
be deciphered by the most learned men 
of our day. The Professor wrote an article 
some time afterwards against the Latter-
day Saints, in which he corroborates that 
which I have just told you concerning

a plain countryman coming to him with 
characters.

Thus we have the testimony of Professor 
Anthon that such a circumstance did tran-
spire, and that such characters were hand-
ed to him. After Martin Harris returned 
to Joseph Smith and told him the con-
versation that had taken place, how that 
Professor Anthon could not decipher the 
records, Joseph inquired of the Lord, and 
the Lord commanded him that he should 
translate the records, and that he should 
do it through the medium of the Urim 
and Thummim. He commenced translat-
ing, but being a poor scribe, he employed 
Martin Harris to write some for him; he 
also employed other scribes to write from 
his mouth, and at intervals continued 
to work upon the farm. Being persecut-
ed, however, he had to leave his father’s 
house and went down to Pennsylvania, 
where he was also persecuted. He contin-
ued the work of translation until it was 
completed, and this is the book (Book of 
Mormon) which is the translation from 
these plates, a book which contains some 
five or six hundred closely written pages. 
After Mr. Smith had almost completed 
the translation, he found that there was a 
prediction contained in the book that the 
Lord would show to three witnesses, by 
his power from heaven, the truth of the 
divinity of this work. The query imme-
diately arose who these three should be. 
Martin Harris, Oliver Cowdery and David 
Whitmer were very anxious that they 
might be the favored individuals. They 
were told to humble themselves before the 
Lord and pray unto him, and that if they 
would do this the same should be shown 
to them. They did so. Mr. Smith went 
with them; this was in Fayette, Seneca Co., 
New York, in the year 1829. While they 
were praying the angel descended from the
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