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should never be taken from the earth, but
should remain forever; consequently the
priesthood conferred by the angel is never
again to be banished from the earth, as it
has been throughout the dark ages.

They went and baptized each other,
for the Lord did not permit them to orga-
nize the Church until the fullness of time
had arrived. He appointed the day by new
revelation, the very day on which they
should commence the organization of the
Church—namely, the 6th of April, 1830;
also gave a commandment on the day of
its organization, how the Church should
be organized, with what offices, or those
necessary to constitute a true Church of
God here on the earth. Previous, however,
to this organization of the Church they
received higher authority than that which
John the Baptist gave them.

For when they found they only had au-
thority to baptize by water, but could not
minister the Holy Ghost by the laying on
of hands, the question arose immediately:
How shall we obtain that authority? They
again prayed; they again called upon the
name of the Lord, and the Lord sent mes-
sengers from heaven with a higher priest-
hood than that which John the Baptist
held, whose names were Peter, James and
John, three ancient Apostles, and they
conferred upon them the priesthood and
Apostleship that they themselves had,
which gave them authority not only to bap-
tize, but to administer in the ordinance of
the Holy Ghost by the laying on of hands
in the name of Jesus, precisely the same as
the Apostles did when on the earth.

Thus they received, not only the lesser
priesthood, but also the Apostleship, and hav-
ing authority granted unto them from heaven

they were fully qualified to organize the
Church; but still they could not do it by their
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own wisdom. There was nothing to be
done in this Church by the wisdom of
man. The Lord, as I heretofore stated, had
already told them what the necessary of-
fices were, and what the duties of these sev-
eral offices should be in the Church.

The Church was organized, and we
might give you a relation of its history
from that day down to the present, but I
see that the time allotted for our forenoon
meeting has already passed.

I wish before I close to cite one or two
testimonies from the prophecies in rela-
tion to this great work of the latter days. If
you will turn to the 29th chapter of Isaiah
and read the prediction contained therein
you will find that nearly the whole chapter
pertains to the events of the latter days, one
of the predictions is the destruction of the
nations of the wicked, which has never been
fulfilled. It reads thus—That all nations
that fight against Mount Zion shall become
as a dream of a night vision, etc., etc.

The Lord intends, in the last days, to
build up a people called Zion, or, in other
words, his Church. It matters not how nu-
merous the people of the nations may be,
this is their destiny; they will become as the
dream of a night vision; or as the Prophet
Daniel expresses it—all kingdoms and gov-
ernments organized by human authority
shall become like the chaff of the summer
threshingfloor; the winds of heaven shall
blow them away, and no place shall be left
for them; and that the stone cut out of the
mountain should become a great moun-
tain and fill the whole earth; and the king-
dom and the greatness of the kingdom
should be given into the hands of the
Saints of the Most High—this is what
Daniel has predicted. Isaiah has predicted
the same; but, before this destruction of
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