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the wicked, certain events are to happen;
among which he speaks of a book. He says,
“And the vision of all is become unto you
as the words of a book that is sealed, which
men deliver to one that is learned, say-
ing, Read this, I pray thee: and he saith,
I cannot; for it is sealed: And the book is
delivered to him that is not learned, say-
ing, Read this, I pray thee: and he saith,
I am not learned. Wherefore the Lord
said, Forasmuch as this people draw near
me with their mouth, and with their lips
do honor me, and their fear toward me
is taught by precepts of men: Therefore,
behold, I will proceed to do a marvelous
work among this people, even a marvel-
ous work and a wonder: for the wisdom
of their wise men shall perish, and the
understanding of their prudent men shall
be hid.” “In that day shall the deaf hear
the words of the book, and the eyes of
the blind shall see out of obscurity, and
darkness.”

These words of the Prophet Isaiah were
fulfilled so far as the coming forth of this
book was concerned. It was not the book
itself that was to be sent to the learned; if
that had been the case the prophecy would
not have been fulfilled; but it was “the
words of the book,” and not the book it-
self. “And the book was given to him that is
not learned, saying, Read this, I pray thee.
He says, I am not learned.” Then comes
in the declaration of the Lord—Because
of the wickedness of the people, etc., that
he would “proceed to do a marvelous work
and a wonder,” and in that event he would
cause the wisdom of the wise men to perish,
etc., all of which has been fulfilled. “And
in that day shall the deaf hear the words of
the book, and the eyes of the blind shall see
out of obscurity, and out of darkness.”
Now, I would ask, are there not many in
this congregation of Latter-day Saints
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who can testify that they have seen this
literally fulfilled? Have you not seen those
who have been literally deaf, in the en-
joyment of their hearing, and this by the
power of God in this dispensation? Yes,
there are scores of witnesses that can tes-
tify that this has been literally fulfilled.
Have you not seen those who have been
afflicted with blindness restored immedi-
ately to their sight? Yes, and all this in ful-
fillment of this prophesy. “The meek shall
increase their joy in the Lord, and the poor
among men shall rejoice in the Holy One
of Israel.” Who, I would ask again, is the
most benefited by this prophecy? In an-
cient days, while the learned and the chief
priests rejected the Gospel of the Son of
God, was it not the poor among men that
were benefited by the Gospel preached to
them? Yes, and so it has been in these days.

How many scores of thousands have
been taken from the oppressions of the
old world, and brought some six or seven
thousand miles here, into the interior of
this glorious land of America, a land of
promise? Although we have come into
a very poor portion of it, yet you have
been benefited; you now own houses
and lands, cattle, horses and property
that you never would have possessed had
you not participated in the literal fulfill-
ment of this prophecy. The poor among
men are literally, as well as spiritually,
blessed. Then comes in another pre-
diction concerning the destruction of
the nations of the wicked. “For the ter-
rible one is brought to nought, and the
scorner is consumed, and all that watch
for iniquity are cut off: and all nations
that fight against Mount Zion, will per-
ish and vanish away.” When this marvel-
ous work and a wonder is commenced,
and its truths preached and fully declared
to the nations, and they reject them, the
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