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to make your calling and election sure?

You have a work to do, and it requires

a holy life to prepare you to do it. Now

I charge you again, and I charge my-

self not to get angry. Never let anger

arise in your hearts. No, Brigham, never

let anger arise in your heart, never,

never! Although you may be called upon

to chastise and to speak to the people

sharply, do not let anger arise in you, no,

never! Let us sanctify the Lord God in

our hearts and live to his honor and glory

and all is right with us; and by and by we

shall see what comes to those who say to

us, "You can't have your rights."

I will just say to the nation in which I

live, and which gave me birth: The Lord

God Almighty has a controversy with

you and he will bring you to judgment,

and no power can hinder it. It is the de-

cree of the Almighty in the heavens, and

will be so. Let us prepare for it, Saint

and sinner. This life is but a moment,

and is only preparatory to a higher state

of glory. We are in darkness and igno-

rance here; but it is to give us an ex-

perience that we can step into a higher

state of knowledge, understanding, light

and intelligence. That we may come up

higher and higher, and not be reduced

when we enter the next state of exis-

tence, I say to the inhabitants of the

earth, for God's sake and for your own

sakes, do take that course that when you

step into another room, or lay down this

mortal tabernacle, you will be prepared

for a higher state of glory. It will not

be present civilization that will prepare

you for that; but strict obedience to the

requirements of heaven in all honesty,

sincerity, purity, lowliness of heart and

faithfulness to our God. May he help us

to do it. Amen!
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It is a great work to instruct our-

selves and each other; and to bring

ourselves into perfect subjection and

to an understanding of principle. We

know what it is to meet with ob-

structions, difficulties and contradic-

tions of various kinds; and this peo-

ple know pretty well what it is to have

to contend with the influences of the

wicked world; but we have reason to

rejoice and be exceeding glad that we

are not in the same circumstances now

that we have been heretofore. We

have peace here in these mountains,

and since we arrived in these val-

leys we have been free from those ob-

structions with which our pathway was

constantly strewn before. It is fre-

quently asked me why we left the

States and the society of our Christian


