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But the Gospel that we have embraced

includes every principle of morality and

virtue that is taught by any person on

the earth, whether he does or does not

know or profess to know Christ.

If we are brought into circumstances

where we have the privilege of telling

strangers what we believe in we are very

willing to do so; but the first thing with

them is, "Oh, your strange doctrine, your

peculiar doctrine!" How often this is said

to me in my office. I say to them, "What

peculiar doctrine? Will you please to

name it?" The reply is, "Well, you know

you have a peculiar doctrine;" and the

ladies stand anxiously waiting for some-

body or other to give it a name. I some-

times say, "Is it plurality of wives you

mean?" "Yes, yes, that is the doctrine."

If I were to answer my own feelings to

such parties, I would answer them and

say, "That is nothing; so far as a plural-

ity of women goes, you men, if you will

allow me this vulgar expression, 'knock

the hind sights off the Mormons.'" But

that is vulgar, and so let it pass.

"But," say they, "what of your pe-

culiar doctrine? What did you come

to the mountains for? What did you

leave us for? We suppose it was on ac-

count of your peculiar doctrine." I re-

ply, "Pause! Wait a moment! When

we left the confines of what is called

civilization the doctrine of plurality of

wives was not known by the world,

and was not taught by us, and was

known only to a very few members

of our Church; but since we have de-

clared this revelation we have dwelt in

peace and safety, so we were not perse-

cuted for that, sure. We did not leave

Ohio, Missouri, Illinois, or any other

State or neighborhood within the con-

fines of civilization for believing in the

doctrine of a plurality of wives." I say

this to all who hear me. I want our

young folks to understand this, or they

may perhaps grow up with the idea that

we were driven from our homes in con-

sequence of our belief in celestial mar-

riage. I want all our young, and all who

believe the Gospel and all who do not be-

lieve it, to know that we were driven for

believing in the Old and New Testament;

not for believing in the Book of Mormon,

but in the Bible, and then practicing it

in our lives. This, and this only, is what

we were driven for. It is now called the

"one-man power;" then it was "the 'Mor-

mons' clan together;" and this was the

rock of offense or seemingly so; but in re-

ality it was the same then as now and

now as then—we as a people believe in

the Scriptures of divine truth, and we

are united in endeavoring to live accord-

ing to the precepts thereof.

When Brother Wells was speaking he

said the Christian religion had failed.

I will say just what he meant to say—

namely, that professing the Christian re-

ligion has failed to bring the world into

subjection to moral laws. I would not

say that Christianity has failed; the re-

ligion of Christ has not failed, but those

professing this religion have failed to

bring the world into subjection to good

and wholesome laws. You may take up

politics, for instance, and in our own

country there are a great many par-

ties who differ in their views and opin-

ions with regard to governing a nation,

and on every hand they are contending

against each other. This division exists

even among the professing Christians.

The Catholics and Quakers are proba-

bly less divided than others, but they are

far from being one in politics; and the

same is true to a greater extent of the

Episcopalians, Presbyterians, Congre-

gationalists, Baptists, Methodists, and


