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great many people, it would be difficult
for us to imagine that such is the case,
for an examination of our principles, and
an understanding of their bearing, oper-
ation and effects would certainly not lead
to conclusions of this character. So far
as I myself am concerned, if this matter
were submitted to me without my knowl-
edge and past experience in relation to it,
I should say that the principles and doc-
trines believed in and practiced by the
Latter-day Saints, and the results which
have been wrought out by their opera-
tion would not have had the effect of cre-
ating animosity or ill will, or any feeling
other than kind, brotherly and affection-
ate.

What is there about this system
called "Mormonism" that should evoke
the terrible amount of animosity and ha-
tred which have been displayed at var-
ious times? The Latter-day Saints be-
lieve in Jesus Christ, they believe that
he is the Savior of the world; that he
died for man's redemption; that, through
his death, we may, by obedience, be
brought into the presence of the Father,
and made heirs of eternal glory. The
Latter-day Saints believe that mankind
should repent of and forsake all sins,
and be baptized in the name of Je-
sus for their remission; the Latter-day
Saints believe that they should not only
be baptized for the remission of their
sins, but that baptism should be ad-
ministered by those only who have au-
thority. Not vague or ill-defined author-
ity, based upon a commission given to
others centuries ago; but an authority
proceeding from God that will be rec-
ognized on earth and in heaven. The
Latter-day Saints believe that, having
repented of sin and been baptized for
the remission of it, they who have com-
plied thus far with the Gospel require-
ments, should have hands laid upon
them for the reception of the Holy Ghost;
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and that they who thus lay on hands
should have authority from God to offi-
ciate in this ordinance.

Is there anything about or connected
with this faith that should excite opposi-
tion, create ill feeling and arouse hatred?
Certainly, when we look at this dispas-
sionately, we must admit that there is
not.

Is there anything connected with this
faith, or the principles to which I have
referred, that does not harmonize with
the Scriptures? Peter, who preached
the first sermon of which we have any
account after the resurrection of Jesus,
declared precisely the same principles
which I have alluded to as being part
of our belief. The other Apostles taught
the same principles, and enforced them
upon the people to the extent of their
ability and power. I know that there are
difficulties and contentions in the reli-
gious world as to the mode and efficacy
of baptism; some assert that immersion
is not the true mode; but we are willing
to stand by the Scriptures and to abide
by their decision, feeling assured that, if
they be taken literally, those who read
them will have a perfect conviction that
immersion is the only true mode. But
even should there be a difference of opin-
ion on this point, it is not of such a char-
acter as to stir men up in deadly hostility
towards us.

There may also be a difference of
opinion in relation to the laying on of
hands. Some may say this is only nec-
essary where men are ordained, and
that it is not right or proper for all the
members of the Church of Christ to re-
ceive the imposition of hands. But as
I have said in reference to baptism so
I say of this ordinance: it is clearly re-
vealed in the Scriptures and can read-
ily be substantiated from them that
the members of the Church of Christ
in ancient days had hands laid upon



