
them for the reception of the Holy Ghost, 
and that it was the ordinance and the only 
ordinance instituted in God’s economy for 
the bestowal and the reception of that gift.

Well, is this all the Latter-day Saints be-
lieve in? No. I do not expect to be able to 
tell all we believe in, or to allude to every 
principle this afternoon; but these are the 
first principles which we have proclaimed 
to the world. In addition to these there is 
another—namely, the gathering together 
of the people of God. Wherever the Elders 
of this Church have gone they have said, 
and testified to the people, that the time 
in which we live is the gathering dispen-
sation alluded to by the ancient prophets, 
when God’s people should be gathered 
from the various nations of the earth to 
one place, according to the predictions of 
John the Revelator, David the Psalmist, 
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and all other 
prophets whose writings we have in this 
book. They, in simplicity, have called 
upon the people everywhere to repent, 
and to gather together; and these, in sub-
stance, are the principles which the Elders 
of this Church have declared unto the 
people wherever they have traveled; and 
it is because of these principles and their 
proclamation that so much persecution has 
been stirred up.

I know very well the feelings of the 
world, and perhaps of some who are lis-
tening today to this brief enunciation of 
our principles and the causes of our per-
secutions. Say they, “If these were the only 
principles taught by the Latter-day Saints 
we cannot think they would have been per-
secuted, there must be something behind 
this. It cannot be possible that, in this en-
lightened age, men and women should be 
persecuted and reviled and their names cast 
out as evil for believing these doctrines?”

A prevalent idea has been that this preju-
dice against us owes its origin and continu-
ation to our belief in a plurality of wives; 
but when it is recollected that the mob-
bings, drivings and expulsion from cities, 
counties and states which we have endured, 
and our exodus to these mountains all took 
place before the revelation of that doc-
trine was publicly known, it will be seen at 
once that our belief in it has not been the 
cause of persecution. I have an idea on this 
point in relation to this much-talked-of 
and much-abused doctrine, and it is this: 
I believe that from the day it was taught 
to the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints and embraced in the faith and lives 
of its members we have risen in power and 
grown in influence; we have gained favor 
with and enjoyed the protection of the 
Heavens such as we never possessed before. 
All the prosperity, seemingly, that we en-
joy today has been bestowed upon us since 
the proclamation of that principle and its 
adoption by us into our faith and practice. 
There has been an almighty power hedg-
ing us round about and encircling us from 
that day until the present time; and though 
men have plotted and schemed and have 
devised mischief, and formed machina-
tions and combinations against the Latter-
day Saints, their schemes have fallen to the 
ground; their combinations have proved 
unavailing, and we have been delivered 
time and time again since we came to these 
valleys.

There is good reason why this is so. If 
this principle be from God, as we solemn-
ly testify it is, surely God would stretch 
forth his arm to defend and deliver a 
people who would be so valiant and trust-
ful as to go forth in the face of so-called 
civilization and popular prejudice in the 
nineteenth century, and embrace and 
practice that doctrine, and assume all the
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