PERSECUTION, ETC.

truth of the matter is this: if every
new sect is persecuted, it is because it
fearlessly denounces the sins, follies and
vices of the age, and so long as they con-
tinue this, so long are they persecuted;
but the moment they assimilate to the
world, gloss over its follies and go with
the stream and float with the popular
current, opposition ceases. This has been
the case, more or less, with every sect;
but when men predict this of the Latter-
day Saints they do not understand the
nature of the work in which we are en-
gaged; they do not comprehend the na-
ture of the claims that we make; they
have no understanding of the author-
ity that we exercise. The distinction, to
which I have referred, between us and
others is that we claim to have the Holy
Priesthood.

"But," says one, "has not this author-
ity always been on the earth? Why, min-
isters have gone forth and preached now
for centuries, authorized by the divine
commission of the Apostles—'Go ye into
all the world and preach the Gospel to
every creature, he that believeth and is
baptized shall be saved, and he that be-
lieveth not shall be damned." On the
strength of this commission they have
gone forth for centuries, and why do you
Latter-day Saints claim additional au-
thority? Has the authority not existed
ever since the days of the Apostles?"

If it has, where are its fruits, where
are its powers, and where is the proper
exercise thereof exhibited? Shall we go
to the Church of Rome and inquire of
it? It claims to have uninterrupted Apos-
tolic descent from Peter, down through
the ages until we reach our own day. Say
the Episcopalians, Lutherans, Calvin-
ists, and all Protestant sects, "No, she
is the mother of harlots, she has defiled
herself; that church is false, and God has
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taken from her the authority she once
had. If we go back to the middle ages
you will find that her popes have been
corrupt, and there have been times when
there were more than one pope, and if
history can be relied on a woman once
occupied the papal chair; therefore we
Protestants abhor her and call her the
mother of harlots; we have come out
of her and have renounced her and her
wickedness. Neither she nor her priests
have any authority."

But the Catholic, on the other hand,
maintains that his church and his alone
has the authority, which Protestant
Christendom declares she has lost. And
here a question arises in my mind, for
as the Protestant churches say that the
Catholic Church is the mother of har-
lots, I turn to the mother and ask
who and where are her daughters. Is
Lutheranism a daughter of hers? Is
Calvinism a daughter of hers? Is the
Church of England, founded by Henry
VIII., a daughter of hers? If they are not,
where are her daughters? Where shall
we look for them, if not in the midst of
the Protestant churches? If I go to the
Episcopalians and ask them for their au-
thority, what reply do they give me? "We
exercise that which has come down to
us from the Catholic Church. We came
out of that church because of her impu-
rity, but we brought with us authority
to build another church, and ours is the
Church of God."

But, says the Catholic Church, "We
have severed you from wus;" and I,
as a Latter-day Saint, say to the
Episcopalians: If the Catholic Church
had authority to give you the priest-
hood, and you derived it by im-
position of hands from the Catholic
clergy, then it had power to de-
prive you of that authority; if it had
power to bestow authority it had power
to withdraw that authority; and the



