PERSECUTION, ETC.

reasons why the Latter-day Saints claim
that God has restored the authority and
the everlasting priesthood; you now,
probably, begin to see some reasons why
God should send his holy angels from
heaven to earth again.

"But," says one, "I thought there were
going to be no more angels, prophecies or
revelations. I have been taught that the
canon of Scripture was full, and that it
was not necessary for God to speak again
to man on the earth."

Oh, this delusive idea! This
damnable doctrine which has been
preached until Christendom is com-
pletely filled with unbelief, so that the
man who believes in revelation and that
there is a necessity for it is set down as
one who is unworthy the society of his
fellows! Oh, the dreadful effects which
have followed the proclamation of this
fallacy for so long a period! What are
the effects, resulting from it, that we see
today? Christendom rent asunder, di-
vided into sects and parties, the name
of Jesus derided and sneered at, and the
pure Gospel lost because of the propaga-
tion, for centuries, by so-called Christian
ministers, of the soul-destroying and
damnable heresy that God cannot or will
not speak to man again from the heav-
ens; that God will not reveal his will,
send his angels, or exercise his power in
the affairs of earth as much as he did
in ancient days. Look at the effects of
this! Travel in all our cities of the At-
lantic and Pacific, and what do you see?
Men and women professing to be follow-
ers of Jesus Christ, and yet all divided
and split asunder, and quarrelling and
contending—even members of the same
church divided asunder. The Methodist
Church North, and the Methodist
Church South; the Presbyterian Church
North, and the Presbyterian Church
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South; the Baptist Church North, and
the Baptist Church South, and thus the
religious world is divided and split asun-
der, and there is no authority to say what
is truth or who shall proclaim it; there
are none to say in the midst of the peo-
ple, "Thus saith the Lord," or "Here is
the path, walk ye in it;" and if a man
comes forward claiming that he has this
authority he is met with the accusations:

"You are deluded, you are an impos-
tor, you preach false doctrine, we will
have none of your teaching. Men who be-
lieve in prophesy and revelation are li-
able to be deceived, and we are afraid
of you, we do not know but you will de-
ceive us. Jesus said there should be
false prophets, we believe you are one of
them."

And thus they fortify and encase
themselves in their unbelief and reject
the word of God, and if Paul or Pe-
ter were to rise from the dead, and go
amongst them and proclaim the princi-
ples they taught anciently, they would
close their churches and chapels, and
would say, "We will have none of you, you
will deceive us, you are one of the false
prophets spoken of," forgetting that, if
there are false prophets, there will, in all
probability, also be true ones; and that
it would be inconsistent to talk about
false prophets if there were no true ones.
There never is a counterfeit, bogus or
imitation without a true one to copy
after! Can you wonder, brethren and
sisters, that the world is in the condi-
tion that it is, when unbelief has been
handed down for generations, until it
permeates the minds of all, both priest
and people, even the children learn it in
the Sunday schools, until every fiber of
their minds becomes indoctrinated with
the idea? The present condition of the
Christian world is not to be wondered
at, the wonder is that belief and faith



