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exist to the extent they do. There are a
few things more I would like to say in
connection with this subject while I am
upon it. One is that a perusal of the
Scriptures will clear up one point in our
minds respecting the principle of reve-
lation and communication between God
and man. There is not a servant of God
of whom we have any account, from Gen-
esis to Revelation, who did not receive
revelation. Can any person point out a
man who was one of God's servants, of
whom we have any account in the Scrip-
tures, that did not receive revelation?
Not one. It may be said, and is argued,
"Why is it, if it be God's will that man
should have revelation from him, that
the world has been so long without it?"
This is very easily explained. You rec-
ollect that Jesus, on one occasion, went
into a certain place, and it is said con-
cerning him that he could not do many
mighty works there because of the peo-
ple's unbelief. Unbelief, therefore, has
a tendency to prevent the communica-
tion of God's will to man by closing the
channel of communication. And another
very good reason is that when men were
on the earth who did have these commu-
nications they were not allowed to live.
Every such man was hunted and perse-
cuted, and his life was sought after until
there was not one left who had the power,
authority and great gift and blessing to
say to the people, "Thus saith the Lord;"
and revelation and the spirit of revela-
tion were withdrawn from man, and the
whole earth fell into unbelief and dark-
ness, and gross darkness prevailed over
the hearts of the people. It is a very
excellent reason why revelation should
cease when the earth was drenched
with the blood of Heaven's messen-
gers, and that blood was crying for
vengeance on those who had slain them.

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

But there was a time predicted by the
Prophets—dJohn saw it, and has said in
his revelations, "I saw another angel fly
in the midst of heaven, having the ever-
lasting Gospel to preach unto them that
dwell on the earth, and to every nation,
and kindred, and tongue, and people,
saying with a loud voice, 'Fear God and
give glory to him, for the hour of his judg-
ment is come." Now the testimony of the
Latter-day Saints is that God has sent
this angel, and has actually restored the
Holy Priesthood—that authority which
was held by the Apostles and Jesus in
ancient days, and by Joseph Smith, an
humble, unlearned, but Godfearing boy,
in our day. dJoseph sought the Lord
diligently and earnestly to know which
was the right way; his mind was dis-
tracted by the various claims set forth
by one sect and another, and he was de-
termined to seek unto the Lord for wis-
dom, for he had read in the Epistle of
James, that if any lacked wisdom and
would ask of God, he would give liber-
ally and upbraid not. He did so, and the
Lord communicated to him that in his
own time he would establish his Church,
on the earth. He also told him not to
join any of the churches then in exis-
tence, for all had departed from the right
way. Eventually he was ordained; but in
the first place, anxious to be baptized,
he sought the Lord to know in what
way he should obtain the ordinance of
baptism, and the Lord sent an angel—
John the Baptist, him who held this au-
thority in ancient days and who bap-
tized Jesus, and he laid his hands on the
head of Joseph Smith and Oliver Cow-
dery, and ordained them to this author-
ity. "Well," says one, "I cannot believe
this; if they could have got it from Peter
Waldo, from the Catholic Church or the
Baptist Church, I might have believed it;



