
promised them just before the crucifixion of 
Christ. Said he, “It is expedient for me that 
I go to the Father for your sakes, for if I go 
not to the Father, the Comforter will not 
come; but if I go to the Father, I will send 
him unto you.” Without this Comforter 
it was impossible for them to accomplish 
the duties of that great and solemn com-
mission that was given them by our Lord 
himself. They needed the Comforter for 
various purposes. Jesus had told them that 
it should take the things of the Father and 
show them unto them; and that it should 
lead them into all truth and show them 
things to come. That is, it should make 
prophets and revelators of them, and in-
spire them to deliver the word of God to 
the inhabitants of the earth. Without this 
they could not magnify and honor the of-
fice of the Apostleship, which was the 
ministry to which they had been ordained. 
They needed the spirit of revelation, they 
needed power to commune with the heav-
enly hosts, with God the Father and with 
his Son Jesus Christ, that they might be 
able to impart their will to the inhabitants 
of the earth, according to the heed and dili-
gence which mankind might be disposed to 
give unto them.

On the Day of Pentecost, a great feast 
which had been observed by the Jewish 
nation for many generations, there were 
gathered at Jerusalem, not only the Twelve 
Apostles, but also all the disciples of Jesus 
who had not apostatized, to the number of 
about a hundred and twenty souls—those 
of the ministry, the Seventies as well as the 
Twelve. They were gathered together in 
one place, in an upper room of the Temple; 
and they were engaged in fervent prayer 
and supplication before the Lord. What 
for? For the endowments and qualifica-
tions necessary to assist them in the work

of the ministry. While they were thus as-
sembled, praying and exercising faith with 
one accord, in the Lord and in his prom-
ises, they heard a sound as of a rushing 
mighty wind, and it filled all the house 
where they were sitting, and there ap-
peared to them cloven tongues like as of 
fire, and it sat upon each of them—that 
is, upon the hundred and twenty souls 
that were present, and they were filled 
with the Spirit of God, baptized with the 
Comforter, with the Holy Ghost and with 
fire; they were immersed in it, really bap-
tized by immersion.

After having received the Holy Ghost or 
Comforter it immediately began to make 
manifest a supernatural power upon those 
men of God. They were unlearned men, 
most of them, or most of the principal 
ones, at any rate, were unlearned; they had 
been engaged, as we heard this forenoon, at 
the business of fishing, and no doubt had 
lacked the opportunities for the acquisi-
tion of learning which many of the scribes, 
pharisees, high priests and religious people 
of that day enjoyed. The Apostles and dis-
ciples of the Lord Jesus were not doctors of 
law and divinity, they had not been edu-
cated and qualified for the ministry in any 
theological school, seminary or university, 
but they received the Spirit of God, which 
manifested unto them the will of Heaven, 
and though they understood only their 
mother tongue, the power of the Spirit be-
stowed upon them enabled them to speak 
in the various languages and tongues of 
the earth, and to declare the things of God 
therein on that occasion.

There was then assembled a very great 
company of Jews, also proselytes, who had 
come from the surrounding nations to 
Jerusalem to keep the feast of Pentecost, 
according to their usual custom, and they 
heard of the marvelous work that was
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