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transpiring in the midst of this lit-

tle company, and they heard unlearned

men declaring, in the several tongues

in which they were born, the wonder-

ful works of God. This was marvelous;

it was not the result of human power,

but it was by the operation of the Holy

Ghost. However, in that large congre-

gation there were some who were dis-

posed to accuse the disciples of folly. The

followers of Jesus did not belong to the

popular orders of the day. They were

not high priests; they did not belong to

the learned scribes or pharisees, but it

was known that, as a general thing, they

were illiterate men, and when the people

saw this extraordinary manifestation of

the power of God through themmany as-

cribed it to the effects of new wine; said

they, "It cannot be anything else," and

they accused them of being actuated on

that occasion with the spirit of intoxica-

tion or drunkenness. But Peter, with the

Eleven, stood up in the midst of the thou-

sands there assembled, and opened the

proclamation of the Gospel at Jerusalem

according to the commission they had re-

ceived, and what we wish to understand

this afternoon is how, or in what manner,

did he preach on that occasion? In other

words, what was the plan of salvation he

declared to the thousands of the children

of men then gathered together? If we can

find this out, we can ascertain what the

Gospel is.

When they were accused of being

under the influence of new wine, Pe-

ter, holding the keys of the kingdom,

stood up and said, "This is not the ef-

fect of new wine, as ye suppose;" and

as an argument to prove that they

were not intoxicated he informed them

that it was only the third hour of the

day. In those days, probably, peo-

ple did not get drunk at all hours,

as they do in these, and according to

the custom then, the third hour was too

soon. Well, if the effects now made man-

ifest to the people are not the results of

drinking new wine, to what do you as-

cribe them? Said Peter, "This is that

which was spoken of by the Prophet Joel,

who says, 'And it shall come to pass in

the last days, saith God, that I will pour

out my Spirit on all flesh; your sons and

your daughters shall prophesy; your old

men shall dream dreams, your young

men shall see visions, and upon my ser-

vants and handmaidens will I pour out

of my Spirit, in those days, and they

shall prophesy; and I will show won-

ders in the heavens above, and signs in

the earth beneath, blood and fire and

vapour of smoke; the sun shall be dark-

ened and the moon shall be turned into

blood, before the great and notable day

of the Lord shall come.'" Here, then, was

a prophecy repeated by the Apostle Peter

to prove what was the cause of the effects

manifested on that occasion.

There is one thing in relation to

this quotation from the prophecies of

Joel to which I wish to call your spe-

cial attention. Peter did not say, this

is the fulfillment of Joel's prophecy, for

we all know that it was not then ful-

filled. The Spirit was not poured out

upon all flesh; all men and women were

not made prophets on that occasion, con-

sequently the prophecy was not fulfilled.

Peter said, "These cloven tongues of fire,

and this Spirit that has been poured

out upon these hundred and twenty in-

dividuals is the same Spirit which Joel

said should be poured out in the last

days upon all flesh." That promise, down

to the nineteenth century, has never

been fulfilled; the Spirit has never yet

been poured out upon all flesh, mak-

ing all men and women living, prophets,

seers, revelators, &c. The work was

begun on the Day of Pentecost; but


