180

gifts unto men. I have already re-
peated the gifts he did give through
the inspiration and power of the Holy
Ghost, that was made manifest upon
those who obeyed the Gospel. He gave,
says the Apostle in this fourth chap-
ter, some apostles, some prophets, some
evangelists, pastors and teachers besides
all these other miraculous gifts I have
named.

Now let us see if we can ascertain
from the following verses how long these
gifts were to continue in the Christian
Church. That will settle the question.
They were given, said he, for the per-
fecting of the Saints. Before we pro-
ceed to the other reasons for which they
were given, let us examine this first for
a moment: "They were given for the
perfecting of the Saints." I have heard
Christian ministers, that ought to know
better, misleading the world and their
congregations, by declaring that these
gifts were given to convince the world
of mankind who were unbelievers in an-
cient days, and to establish Christianity
in the earth, and the latter once done on
a firm foundation, they were no longer
needed.

We will now see what Paul says.
"They were given for the perfecting of
the Saints." Indeed! Are there Saints in
these days in New York, in the New Eng-
land States, in the Southern and in the
Northern States, in Great Britain and in
the nations of Europe, and among all the
nations of what is termed modern Chris-
tendom? "Oh, yes," says one, "we have
over two hundred millions of Christians
among all these nations." Indeed, then
you have these gifts, I suppose; for re-
member they were given for the perfect-
ing of the Saints. Do you mean to tell
me that there are Saints, and they have
all become perfect? "Oh, no," says one,
"we do not pretend to say that the Ro-
man Catholic, the Greek Church, and all
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the various denominations of the Protes-
tant Churches have become perfect yet."
Very well, these gifts were given for the
perfecting of the Saints, and if you are
Saints where are your gifts? For does it
not follow that if you have no gifts you
are either perfect Saints or not Saints
at all? For if you are not perfect Saints
these gifts must be among you. Do you
know any way to perfect Saints indepen-
dent of these gifts? I do not. If the
Bible has taught any other way I have
never happened to find it. I know of
no way in which Saints can be perfected
without inspired Apostles and prophets
and the gifts here named. But see the
inconsistency I am now about to point
out! Here are five gifts named that Jesus
gave when he ascended up on high. The
first one is an Apostle, the second is a
prophet; then come evangelists, pastors
and teachers; and we might go on and
enumerate eight or ten more gifts that
were given. Now, why split these verses
in two? I ask all Christendom why do
they separate these verses in two, and
say, "We will believe that pastors and
teachers and evangelists are necessary
in all ages of Christendom to perfect the
Saints, but when it comes to the other
two gifts—Apostles and prophets, they
are not necessary?" Why? Because it in-
volves a miraculous power. An Apostle
must have revelation and the power of
inspiration to get more Scripture; and
if this were allowed it would overturn
their creeds, and the power of godli-
ness would again be upon the earth, and
the Christian sects cannot bear the idea
that there should be any such thing as
the power of revelation or vision, or the
power to understand the future; no, that
is all done away. Has Jesus told you to
make this separation in the gifts, to re-
tain some of them and say the others



