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ceeds;" and in him, we are also informed,

"there is no variableness nor shadow of

turning." In our assemblies they who

speak and they who hear ought to be

under the guidance and direction of the

Lord, the Fountain of Light. Of all peo-

ple under the heavens we, Latter-day

Saints, do continually realize the neces-

sity of leaning upon God; for I look upon

it that, no matter what intelligence may

be communicated, no matter how bril-

liant the speech and edifying the ideas

communicated may be, they will not ben-

efit those who hear unless they are un-

der the guidance and inspiration of the

Spirit of God, for the Scriptures say, "The

light shineth in the darkness, but the

darkness comprehendeth it not." This is

precisely the case in our preaching in the

world. We go among the wicked, but they

do not understand us; they understand

not the truth, the light of revelation, nor

the power of God. The Elders now go-

ing forth into the world are pretty much

in the same position as those who went

forth in former times on the same mis-

sion. It is said of Jesus that "He came

to his own, but his own received him

not; but as many as did receive him to

them gave he power to become the sons

of God, even to as many as believed on

his name, which were born not of the

flesh, nor of the word of man, nor of

man, but of God;" born of the Spirit of

God, and hence they became new crea-

tures in Christ Jesus. Having partaken

of the Holy Spirit and received the for-

giveness of their sins, they were brought

into relationship with him, they became

the offspring of Heaven and members

of the family of God. This was the po-

sition that the Saints of God enjoyed

in former times; and this is the posi-

tion that we occupy today. The Apostle

says the Saints were heirs of God and

joint heirs with Jesus Christ; and he says

further, that if we suffer with him we

shall also reign with him that both may

be glorified together.

It is very difficult for men of the world

to understand these principles, and only

by the light of revelation can they be

comprehended. We are told that a por-

tion of the Spirit of God is given to every

man to profit withal; and if men improve

upon that, and are honest and full of in-

tegrity, when they hear the truth they

realize and understand it; it is to them

life and health and salvation. Hence Je-

sus said, "My sheep hear my voice and

know me and follow me; but a stranger

will they not follow, because they know

not the voice of a stranger."

It is very pleasant for those who com-

prehend it to reflect upon the relation-

ship they sustain to God and his king-

dom and to each other; but these things

have no charms for men of the world,

whose minds are not enlightened by the

Spirit of truth, and who, consequently, do

not comprehend the Gospel or the power

of God. The principles of the Gospel, to

the unbeliever, have neither worth nor

efficacy; but with us, who believe them,

they comprehend everything pertaining

to the well-being of man in time and eter-

nity; with us the Gospel is the Alpha and

Omega, the beginning and the end; it is

interwoven with all our interests, happi-

ness and enjoyment, whether in this life

or that which is to come. We consider

that, when we enter into this Church

and embrace the new and everlasting

covenant, it is a lifelong service and af-

fects us in all the relationships of time

and eternity; and as we progress, these

ideas which, at first, were a little dim

and obscure, become more vivid, real,

lifelike, tangible and clear to our compre-

hensions, and we realize that we stand


