
eternal life; and being in this position, we, 
as rational, intelligent beings, fear God and 
know no other fear. There is nothing in 
this world that can be brought into compe-
tition with the principles of eternal truth, 
and he who barters away the least particle 
of that truth is a fool, though he may not 
comprehend it.

We stand, then, really in an important 
position before God and before the world. 
God has called us from the world. He has 
told us that we are not of the world. We 
have all been baptized into one baptism, 
and have all partaken of the same Spirit, 
even the Spirit communicated through 
the ordinances of the Gospel. We have 
been called from the world for the express 
purpose of being the representatives of 
heaven, that the Lord might have a people 
to whom he could communicate his will, 
purposes and designs, and through whom 
he might spread forth the principles that 
dwell in his bosom; that we might partake 
of the same Spirit that dwells in Christ and 
among the angelic throng; that it might 
permeate our bodies and be exhibited in 
our acts and lives before our families and 
the world, that the spirit and mind that 
dwell in Christ should grow, spread and 
expand until all that come under its in-
fluence might be leavened with the same 
leaven until they become one lump of righ-
teousness, virtue, truth and intelligence.

In entering this sacred relationship with 
God we have assumed the duty of carry-
ing out in our midst the order of things 
that exists in heaven, that when we shall 
be transplanted from the earth to the 
heavens we may be prepared for the asso-
ciations that we shall meet in the celestial 
kingdom of our God. We have entered 
into eternal covenants with God that  
we will be his people and that he shall  
be our God, and that, for us and ours,

we will serve the Lord; that as a people, 
as a Territory, as a Church, we will yield 
obedience to the laws of God, bow to his 
scepter, acknowledge his authority, and do 
the things which he requires at our hands, 
so that, as God exists eternal in the heav-
ens, the same principles of eternal life may 
dwell in us, that we may become gods, 
even the sons and daughters of God.

These are some of the ideas that we have 
in reference to God and our relationship 
to him. God is our Father, we his children, 
and we all ought to be brethren; we ought 
to feel and act like brethren, and while we 
are striving to serve the Lord our God with 
all our hearts, minds, souls and strength, 
we ought, at the same time, to seek to 
love our neighbor as ourselves; we ought 
to feel interested in his welfare, happiness 
and prosperity, and in anything and every-
thing that will tend to promote his tempo-
ral and eternal good. Our feelings towards 
the world of mankind, generally, ought to 
be the same as Jesus manifested to them. 
He sought to promote their welfare, and 
our motto ought ever to be the same as his 
was—“Peace on earth, and good will to 
men;” no matter who they are or what they 
are, we should seek to promote the happi-
ness and welfare of all Adam’s race.

Perhaps there has never been a greater 
exemplification of this feeling, however 
little it may have been understood, than 
by the works of our Elders. They have not 
been governed by sordid feelings in any of 
their operations or ministrations. Believing 
in God, they have put their trust in him. 
They have trusted him for their food and 
for their raiment in traveling to the ends 
of the earth without purse of scrip, to 
proclaim to a fallen world the great prin-
ciples that have been revealed from heaven
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