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for the salvation of the human family.

There is not, today, on this wide world,

an example of disinterestedness and self-

abnegation equal to that which has been

exhibited by the Elders of this Church

for the last thirty-five years, and not only

by the Elders, but by their wives. I see

men around me in every direction who

have traveled thousands and thousands

of miles without purse or scrip, to preach

the Gospel to the nations of the earth.

They have traversed plains, mountains,

deserts, seas, oceans and rivers; they

have gone forth trusting in the living

God, bearing the precious seed of eternal

life. It is true they have not been compre-

hended or understood by the nations, but

that does not alter the fact. Many who

went forth in their weakness have re-

turned rejoicing, bringing their sheaves

with them, as trophies of the victory of

the principles of eternal life that they

themselves had communicated. I say

there is not another instance on record

today of like disinterested, affectionate

regard for the welfare of the human fam-

ily as has been manifested by the El-

ders of this Church. I have traveled

thousands and hundreds of thousands of

miles to preach the Gospel among the

nations of the earth, and my brethren

around me have done the same thing.

Did we ever lack anything necessary to

eat, drink and wear? I never did. God

went with his Elders, and they have

gathered together his people as they are

here today. They have been seeking to

carry out the desire of the Lord and the

wish of the Almighty in regard to the hu-

man family. They were told to go trust-

ing in the name of the Lord, and he

would take care of them and go before

them, and that his Spirit should go with

them and his angels accompany them.

This is all true; and these Elders have

preached to you, in your various homes

and tongues, those principles which God

revealed from heaven, and you were in-

fluenced by dreams and visions and by

the Spirit of the Lord to give heed to

their words, for, like the words of the

Apostle of old, they came to you, "not in

word only, but in power, in rich assur-

ance and in demonstration of the Spirit

of the Lord," and you realized it and re-

joiced in it, and you were led to cry, "Hal-

lelujah! for the Lord God omnipotent

reigns. Thanks be to the God of Israel

who has counted us worthy to receive the

principles of truth." These were the feel-

ings you had and enjoyed in your far dis-

tant homes. And your obedience to those

principles tore you from your homes, fire-

sides and associations and brought you

here, for you felt like one of old, when she

said, "Whither thou goest I will go; thy

God shall be my God, thy people shall be

my people, and where thou diest there

will I be buried." And you have gath-

ered to Zion that you might be taught

and instructed in the laws of life and

listen to the words which emanate from

God, become one people and one nation,

partake of one spirit, and prepare your-

selves, your progenitors and posterity for

an everlasting inheritance in the celes-

tial kingdom of God.

It is no dream or phantom that has

brought us here; we have had to do

with realities all the way through. And

then you who have been brought in have

partaken of the spirit of Zion and have

helped to teach others the way of life

and to lead them in the paths of righ-

teousness; and now we are not only try-

ing to teach the world, but our children,

our youth, our young men and women

in the same principles, that when we

leave this stage of action they, inspired

by the Spirit of revelation which flows


