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the good and virtuous will love and
admire and which will be approbated
by the holy angels; and may orga-
nize ourselves so that we may be pre-
pared to associate with the intelligences
around the throne of God. Let us,
then, keep the commandments of God,
live our religion, be humble and faith-
ful, cleave to the Lord our God, cul-
tivate his Holy Spirit, that it may
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dwell and abound within us, that it may
be as a well of water springing up to eter-
nal life; and that its refreshing, invig-
orating streams may spread around us
wherever we go, that we may be pre-
pared for glory, salvation and an eter-
nal inheritance in the celestial kingdom.
May God help us to attain to this, in the
name of Jesus. Amen.
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I am aware that Brother Franklin
D. Richards' request to the children to
come to meeting this afternoon has pro-
duced a little excitement; but we are
very happy to see the people together.
My remarks will be to parents as well
as to children. I will commence by say-
ing that if each and every one of us
who are parents will reflect upon the re-
sponsibilities devolving upon us we shall
come to the conclusion that we should
never permit ourselves to do anything
that we are not willing to see our chil-
dren do. We should set them an exam-
ple that we wish them to imitate. Do
we realize this? How often we see par-
ents demand obedience, good behavior,
kind words, pleasant looks, a sweet voice
and a bright eye from a child or children
when they themselves are full of bitter-
ness and scolding! How inconsistent and
unreasonable this is! If we wish our

children to look pleasant we should look
pleasant at them; and if we wish them
to speak kind words to each other, let us
speak kind words to them. We need not
go into detail, but we should carry out
this principle from year to year in our
whole lives, and do as we wish our chil-
dren to do. I say this with regard to our
morals and our faith in our religion.

Now let me call the attention of par-
ents to another subject worthy of their
notice—that is, the use of proper lan-
guage. Take us as a people and we
are not overstocked with language; there
are very few highly educated men in the
Church to which we belong. We have a
few learned men and a few good scholars
among the women, but they are scarce.
Now, parents, and I wish you to remem-
ber this, should never permit themselves
to speak improperly before a child, or



