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have an opportunity to do so, in a posi-

tion or situation to learn everything in

the world that is worth learning. You

will probably have what is called a Chris-

tian Church here; they will not admit

that we are Christians, but they cannot

think us further from the plan of salva-

tion as revealed from heaven than we

know them to be, so we are even on that

ground, as far as it goes. But, as I was

saying, you may have professing Chris-

tians come here to take up their resi-

dences in your midst; and I want to say

to parents and children, that, so far as

the Christian nations are concerned, I

will take America, for instance, and on

the score of morals—honesty, integrity,

truthfulness and virtue, you will find

people by hundreds of thousands just as

good as any Latter-day Saints, as far as

they know. They are the ones we are af-

ter. The Lord told us to go and preach the

Gospel without purse and scrip. What

for? To hunt up the honest ones who

are now mixed up with all the nations

of the earth and gather them together;

and we have done so, as far as we have

had the opportunity and privilege. And

after we are gathered we are none too

honest, any more than the inhabitants of

the world generally are, and they hardly

know the meaning of the term. Still, ac-

cording to the light they possess, I mean

the Christian world, thousands and mil-

lions of them are honest, virtuous and

true, and I fellowship them as far as

they do right. Is this strange? No, it is

not. I wish that all the Latter-day Saints

were as good, according to the knowl-

edge they possess, as thousands and mil-

lions of the sectarian world are; and I

will not skip even the heathen world,

for many of them are as good and hon-

est, according to the light they possess,

as men and women know how to be.

Now, then, if our brethren of the Pres-

byterians, Methodists or any others visit

here and want to preach to you, certainly

let them preach, and have your children

hear them. They will tell you to keep

the Sabbath and to love your father and

mother; they will tell you to be true, hon-

est, industrious, to be faithful to your

studies, to read the Bible and all good

books, to study the sciences, &c., which

is all good, and as far as such teaching

goes just as good as it can be. If they

want to come and teach your children in

the Sunday school, I say let them do so,

most certainly. We have scores of thou-

sands of their books distributed among

the Sunday schools throughout our Ter-

ritory. Some Latter-day Saints think

they are not exactly what they ought to

be; but we are using them in our schools

Sundays, Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednes-

days, Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays,

from one year's end to another.

I say, parents, do not be afraid of hav-

ing your children learn everything that

is worth learning. I can pick hundreds

and thousands of children in this Church

whom I could teach with greater ease,

and so could a man from college, than

their parents could be taught. I can get

at their senses better; they are quick and

apprehensive and can learn sooner. And

if any of our Christian brethren want

to go into our Sabbath schools to teach

our children, let them do so. They will

not teach them anything immoral in the

presence of those who are in charge of

the schools; they wait until they get be-

hind the door in the dark before they

commit immoral acts, and very few of

them will, even then. But in their Sun-

day schools they teach as good morals as

you and I can teach.

I want to say that we are for the

truth, the whole truth and nothing


