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he suffered for us," and so on. What did

the Jews or Romans care about all this?

Did they believe in him? It appears not,

or but very few of them. And, as we

have just been hearing, it was the same

among the multitudes who followed him;

although he fed them, and they saw

his miracles, yet they understood noth-

ing of the power by which his mighty

works were accomplished. It was just so

with the young man who was born blind,

whom the Savior healed. "Who opened

your eyes," said the Scribes and Phar-

isees. "Why, this man who is going about

preaching, who says he is the Savior, the

Son of God—the king of the Jews." The

priests replied: "That is nonsense; you do

not pretend to say that this man opened

your eyes!" "Well, all I know about it is,

that he spat on the ground and made a

little mortar from the clay and anointed

my eyes, and before that I was blind, but

now I see." "Well, do not believe on him,

he is an impostor, he is deceiving the peo-

ple;" and when we examine and under-

stand the facts in relation to this per-

sonage whom we call the Savior of the

world, there were not, strange to say, as

many persons believed on him as have

believed on Joseph Smith in the latter

days. Not that Joseph was the Savior,

but he was a prophet. As he said once,

when some one asked him, "Are you the

Savior?" "No, but I can tell you what I

am—I am his brother." So we can say.

But Joseph was a prophet; and so we tes-

tify, declaring that we know it. But how,

in the world, do you know it? Because

somebody has made clay and anointed

your eyes? No. The young man did not

know the real character of the person-

age by whom his eyes were opened, nor

he never would know unless the Holy

Ghost—the Spirit of revelation, rested

upon him to such a degree as to manifest

to him that Jesus was the Christ.

This is a matter that we should

well consider. Jesus fed the multitudes

miraculously; he walked on the water,

healed the sick, gave sight to the blind,

hearing to the deaf, and raised the dead

to life, but what of all this? Did it prove

that he was the Christ? I recollect once,

when on my travels, hearing some di-

vines try to prove that everybody ought

to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ be-

cause of the miracles he wrought. When

they had argued some time I took the

liberty of saying, "Gentlemen, who were

they who testified of these great mira-

cles that you speak of?" It was an El-

der in Israel who was arguing with them,

and trying to prove to their minds that

Joseph was called of God to open up

this last dispensation. They spurned ev-

ery argument and ignored every Scrip-

ture that was brought forward; but yet,

they said, we ought to believe on the

Lord Jesus because of his great mira-

cles. "Who were they," said I, "who tes-

tified of these miracles? I will return

you your own words. You say that this

gentleman is one of Joseph Smith's dis-

ciples, and a party concerned and has

an interest in establishing the fact that

he was a prophet and was called of God.

If he is a party concerned, were not Pe-

ter, Paul and Jude parties concerned?

And when you get the names of all who

have written in the New Testament—

eight in number—you find they were all

interested in establishing the divinity of

the Savior, they were all parties con-

cerned and had an object in view in en-

deavoring to establish the fact that he

was the Savior. This gentleman has

told you that there are twelve men who

testify that they saw the plates from

which the Book of Mormon was written;


