
have not the spirit to understand it, and 
consequently we reject this and reject that; 
and if the Church is just right and its lead-
ers are just right, why the individual is not 
right, and he turns away from the holy 
commandments of the Lord Jesus, and 
goes back to the beggarly elements of the 
world, like the dog to his vomit, or the sow 
to her wallowing in the mire.

Now, let me ask the Latter-day Saints, 
you who are here in this house this day, 
how do you know that your humble ser-
vant is really, honestly, guiding and coun-
seling you aright, and directing the affairs 
of the kingdom aright? Let you be ever so 
true and faithful to your friends and nev-
er forsake them, never turn traitor to the 
Gospel which you have espoused, but live 
on in neglect of your duty, how do you 
know but I am teaching false doctrine? 
How do you know that I am not counsel-
ing you wrong? How do you know but I 
will lead you to destruction? And this is 
what I wish to urge upon you—live so 
that you can discern between the truth 
and error, between light and darkness, 
between the things of God and those 
not of God, for by the revelations of the 
Lord, and these alone, can you and I un-
derstand the things of God. When Jesus 
preached to the people they were destitute 
of the Spirit of truth, and if they believed 
his teachings for the moment, as soon as 
they went away the Spirit left them and 
they were again in the dark, and they did 
not become the disciples of Jesus. So it is 
now. For instance, a great many strangers 
come here; they see our work, they give 
us praise, they acknowledge our faithful-
ness, industry, prudence, economy and 
so forth. How do they know that we are 
preaching the Gospel? “Oh,” say they, 
“we do not know anything about that; we

do not come here to be Mormons.” But 
suppose they were perfectly honest before 
God and sought unto him until they got 
the Spirit of revelation, they would be con-
vinced that we told them the truth, or else 
that we did not preach that which we pro-
fess to teach, one of the two. We know all 
about it, but they do not. Did the people 
in the days of the Savior? No, they saw his 
miracles, but they enjoyed no more of the 
Spirit of truth than some of the strangers 
who visit us. One thing is very remarkable, 
and should be noticed by strangers who 
come here, and that is, the change that 
takes place in their own feelings. Let me say 
this to strangers, I mean those who have 
any regard for truth and holiness; when 
you are here in this house or city, and you 
commune with the Latter-day Saints, there 
is a spirit of peace, a holy reverence for 
truth, righteousness, goodness, mercy and 
virtue rests upon you; in fact, you are in-
fluenced by that spirit and influence which 
hover over this people; but what do many 
of you say when you go away? No longer 
ago than yesterday a reporter said to me, 
“While in California, judging by what I 
heard, I supposed you had no improve-
ments here, you lived in dugouts, you 
had no schools, and that the people did 
not look as the people do anywhere else—
quite another kind of people—neither in-
dustry, judgment nor discretion amongst 
them; but I am perfectly disappointed, 
my whole mind is revolutionized, and I 
see things so different to what I expected 
to see them, that I am really another per-
son here.” What will he write about us? If 
he does as others have done, we may ex-
pect to see a batch of misrepresentations 
from him just as quick as he gets away and  
the spirit of the enemy takes possession  
of him. Such men cater to the world
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