THE GOSPEL, ETC.

and to the ungodly priests that the world
is afraid of. But I will confine this wholly
to the political world. "Yes," says the sen-
ator, or the man who wishes to be a sen-
ator, representative, governor or any of-
ficer, "if I do not cater to these priests I
shall lose my election.” But I would see
them further in heaven than they will
get in ten thousand years before I would
cater to them. Truth, honesty and up-
rightness in everything, and if that will
not stand upon its own basis, falsehood,
deception, lying to and deceiving each
other certainly will not, either here or
hereafter. It is the honest and honor-
able, or, in other words, it is truth and
righteousness, that will stand the day of
God Almighty. When the Lord Almighty
thunders from the heavens to try the
souls of the children of men they will
want truth and righteousness.

But to return to my question to
the Saints, "How are you going to
know about the will and commands of
heaven?" By the Spirit of revelation; that
is the only way you can know. How do I
know but what I am doing wrong? How
do I know but what we will take a course
for our utter ruin? I sometimes say to
my brethren, "I have been your dicta-
tor for twenty-seven years—over a quar-
ter of a century I have dictated this peo-
ple; that ought to be some evidence that
my course is onward and upward. But
how do you know that I may not yet do
wrong? How do you know but I will bring
in false doctrine and teach the people lies
that they may be damned? Sisters can
you tell the difference? I can say this
for the Latter-day Saints, and I will say
it to their praise and my satisfaction, if
I were to preach false doctrine here, it
would not be an hour after the people
got out, before it would begin to fly from
one to another, and they would remark,
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"I do not quite like that! It does not
look exactly right! What did Brother
Brigham mean? That did not sound
quite right, it was not exactly the thing!"
All these observations would be made
by the people, yes, even by the sisters.
It would not sit well on the stomach,
that is, on the spiritual stomach, if you
think you have one. It would not sit well
on the mind, for you are seeking after
the things of God; you have started out
for life and salvation, and with all their
ignorance, wickedness and failings, the
majority of this people are doing just as
well as they know how; and I will defy
any man to preach false doctrine with-
out being detected; and we need not go
to the Elders of Israel, the children who
have been born in these mountains pos-
sess enough of the Spirit to detect it. But
be careful that you do not lose it! Live
so that you will know the moment the
Spirit of the Almighty is grieved within
you. Do you ever see such times? 1
do. I watch you. I see, for instance, a
company of young people go and mingle,
perhaps, with old people, and hear them
laughing, joking, and talking nonsense
and folly. By and by darkness comes—
leanness of the soul; and one says, "My
head don't feel right; my heart is not
right; my nerves are not right; I do not
know what is the matter, but I do not
enjoy myself here this evening." Do you
know what is the matter? You ought to
live so that the very moment the Spirit of
the Lord is grieved, stop that instantly,
and turn the attention of every individ-
ual to something else that will retain the
good Spirit of the Lord and give you an
increase of it. This is the way to live.
Have you this experience, sisters?
Yes, many of you have. @ We need
not go to the Elders of Israel to ask
them. Do you see people apostatize?



