
had in his life. I dare not say much, so I 
abridged my remarks, and wound up as 
quickly as possible. The gentleman, I be-
lieve, continued to live there, and for any-
thing I know, he is there still; at any rate 
he did not come up to the gathering place 
and buy property. This was the style of liv-
ing there, and they wanted us to adopt it, 
and become as they were. “No, sir,” said I, 
“I am for improvement.” I guess General 
Clark lived in just about such a house, and 
I think the others did. We printed the first 
papers, except about two, set out the first 
orchards, raised the first wheat, kept al-
most the first schools, and made the first 
improvements in our pioneering, in a great 
measure, from the Mississippi River to the 
Pacific Ocean; and here we got at last, so as 
to be out of the way of everybody, if pos-
sible. We thought we would get as far as we 
could from the face of man; we wanted to 
get to a strange land, like Abraham, that we 
might be where we should not be continu-
ally wrong with somebody or other, and 
have them crying, “Oh, you Mormons!” 
and have the priests preaching, the press 
printing, the drunkard swearing, and all, 
high and low, rich and poor, wishing these 
poor “Mormons” were out of the way. We 
got out of the way as far as we could; and if 
we can get out of the way any further and 
do any good, we are ready to get out of the 
way; but I think we are as far out of the 
way as we need to be; and we have got on 
the highway which has been cast up, and I 
think we had better stay here.

As far as our doctrines are concerned, 
come on my brother from the “Mother 
Church,” down to the last one that has come 
out with something new. Come on, you 
revivalists, what have you got? If you have 
anything better than we have, come up here

and let us have it. Our belief and doctrine 
with regard to the human family is that if 
we know more than you, we will give our 
knowledge to you, then you will know as 
much as we; and by the time you have ac-
quired it we will know a little more, and 
be ahead every time we impart knowledge. 
Like the teacher in the school, no matter 
whether he is teaching a, b, c, a-b ab, or in 
the higher branches, while teaching others, 
he or she is also increasing. While those 
who, in the providence of God, are the 
possessors of knowledge and wisdom, are 
dispensing them to others, they are increas-
ing their own store. That is our principle 
of action. Take the poor, do not go down 
to the poor and the ignorant, lift them up, 
and give them all we have; and we go ahead 
and get more, and impart to the inhabi-
tants of the earth until they are filled with 
wisdom, knowledge and understanding.

To my text again—
How do we know that Jesus is the 

Christ? By the revelations of the Spirit of 
God. How do we know that the Bible is 
true? We know that a great deal of it is 
true, and that in many instances the trans-
lation is incorrect. But I cannot say what 
a minister once said to me. I asked him if 
he believed the Bible, and he replied, “Yes, 
every word of it,” “You do not believe it all 
to be the word of God?” “Most assuredly 
I do.” Well, said I, you can beat me at be-
lieving, that’s certain. As I read the Bible it 
contains the words of the Father and Son, 
angels, good and bad, Lucifer, the devil, of 
wicked men and of good men, and some 
are lying and some—the good—are telling 
the truth; and if you believe it all to be the 
word of God you can go beyond me. I can-
not believe it all to be the word of God, 
but I believe it as it is.
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