THE GOSPEL, ETC.

How do we know it is true? By revela-
tion. How do we know that prophets wrote
the word of the Lord? By revelation. How
do we know that Joseph Smith was called
of God to establish his kingdom upon the
earth? By revelation. How do we know
that the leaders of this people teach the
truth? By revelation. How do we know the
doctrine of baptism for the remission of
sins to be true? It is written in the Bible;
but the Christian world deny it, because
it is not manifested to them by the rev-
elations of the Lord Jesus. They have not
the keys of revelation, although some be-
lieve baptism by immersion, but they do
not believe it is for the remission of sins,
except one society, which came out from
the Close Communion Baptists, founded
by Alexander Campbell. He baptized for
the remission of sins. At this time I was a
Methodist. Said I, “Why not lay on hands
for the reception of the Holy Ghost?” “O,”
said they, “we have no authority to do that,
it is done away.” “How do you know that
baptism for the remission of sins is not
done away? Your arguments confuse them-
selves, and these self-confounding argu-
ments are all chaos to me. If you have the
right to baptize for the remission of sins,
you have the right to lay on hands for the
reception of the Holy Ghost; and if you
have this power and authority, of course
you have prophets, and possess the vari-
ous gifts and graces recorded in the New
Testament. Do you lay hands on the sick?”
“Oh, no.” “Do you prophesy?” “We do not
believe in it.” Most Christians disbelieve
in these things, but “believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ,” is their great point; and, so
far as it goes, it is good. But unless we obey
his Gospel, where God and Christ are we
cannot live hereafter, but shall have to take
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another kingdom, live in another place
and be administered to by those who are
higher. What do you say, is that correct? I
will just read a word or two and then stop.
Here is the doctrine. I am not going to say
anything about it, but will just read it. “For
for this cause was the gospel preached also
to them that are dead, that they might be
judged according to men in the flesh, but
live according to God in the spirit.” First
Peter, 4th chapter, 6th verse.

What does that mean? Not only in the
world, but out of the world, they who ex-
pect to receive any salvation at all must
hearken to the requirements of heaven,
thus far, to entitle them to the Spirit of
the Lord Jesus, that they may live by the
revelations thereof, and walk no more in
darkness, but in the light of life. I do wish
that each and every one of us would do
that. Are we able to do it? Certainly; it is
the simplest thing in the world. Well, then,
just believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. “Oh,”
say the Christians, “we do believe.” Well,
then, come forward and be baptized for
the remission of your sins, and receive the
laying on of hands for the reception of the
Holy Ghost, then you shall receive the wit-
ness, and you shall be the possessor of the
Spirit of revelation according to the gifts
and graces of God as he dispenses them to
you—speaking in tongues, interpreting the
same, prophesying, dreaming dreams, and
so forth, for all these are by the selfsame
Spirit, which is the Spirit of Churist.

If we will live so that Christ can make
us one through our obedience, where
are wars and contentions? All will cease.
Where is the spirit of bickering? There will
be no more of it. How much pleasanter
it would look, and how much better it
would be for the world if these things were
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