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County, Missouri, for stealing horses.

Now the facts of the case are that there

is not, nor can be found on record in

the county of Jackson, a solitary sylla-

ble in any docket or record of any court

the account of any crime or charge of

crime against any individual belonging

to the Church of the Latter-day Saints.

From the time they settled there until

the expulsion, amongst them it was one

straightforward scene of good behavior.

The charges on which they were driven

were specified, published and signed by

a large number of distinguished individ-

uals, and these were that they (the Mor-

mons) "differ from us in religion;" and

that they also "anoint the sick with holy

oil," and "They openly blaspheme the

most high God, and cast contempt on

his holy religion by pretending to receive

revelations direct from heaven, by pre-

tending to speak unknown tongues, by

direct inspiration, and by diverse pre-

tenses derogatory of God and religion

and to the utter subversion of human

reason;" "that the 'Mormons' tampered

with the slaves," &c. It is very true

that the Mormons in Jackson County,

Missouri, were not slaveholders; but the

laws of the State on that subject were

so very rigid that it required no mob

power to enforce them; and as every of-

fice in the State, both civil and military,

was held by men not "Mormons," and es-

pecially in the county of Jackson, it is

not likely that there would have been

any difficulty to enforce the law. The

declaration on which the mob was or-

ganized, and which was signed by cler-

gymen and other gentlemen, was "The

civil law does not afford us a guaran-

tee against this people," which was as

much as to say, they were a law-abiding

people. Well, but did you practice plu-

rality of wives? Not at all, the princi-

ple was unknown in the Church; it had

not been revealed, and every man

and woman in the Church was rigidly,

to all intents and purposes, strict

monogamists. In 1838-9 these Latter-

day Saints were expelled from the State

of Missouri, and no charge of practic-

ing polygamy existed against them; but

when they were gathered together and

received their grand sentence under the

exterminating order of the governor of

the State, they were told that if they "as-

sembled together again and organized

with bishops and presidents they should

be utterly destroyed;" but they were re-

quired to leave the State and that in a

very short time, which they did, leaving

all their property. It is very well known

that some three hundred and eighteen

thousand dollars were paid by Latter-

day Saints for land in the State of Mis-

souri, and that very few if any of them,

ever got a dollar for that land, and it be-

longs to them to this day; and when the

great and glorious day shall come that

the Constitution of the United States

shall become absolutely the supreme law

of the land, guaranteeing to all men the

right of life, liberty and property, the

Saints can inherit this land and live and

enjoy their faith there as well as any-

where else. All these things had oc-

curred, and the hand of persecution did

not stay until, in 1844, it had slain the

prophets, and, in 1845-6, had driven the

people, and robbed and peeled them of

the property they had accumulated in

Illinois, and in 1857 the pioneers' ad-

vanced guard, led by President Young,

succeeded in making a road, and found-

ing a colony in this valley.

In 1843 the law on celestial mar-

riage was written, but not published,

and was known only to perhaps one

or two hundred persons. It was

written from the dictation of Joseph

Smith, by Elder William Clayton,


