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his private secretary, who is now in this

city. This revelation was published in

1852, read to a general conference, and

accepted as a portion of the faith of

the Church. Elder Orson Pratt went to

Washington and there published a work

called the "Seer," in which this revela-

tion was printed, and a series of arti-

cles showing forth the law of God in re-

lation to marriage. From that time to

the present the power of the enemies of

the Latter-day Saints to persecute them

seems to have been broken; for since

then we have never been compelled to

forsake our inheritances. The press and

the pulpit have, of course, been called

into requisition more or less, and a great

amount of lies and scandal has been

published, and politicians have endeav-

ored to make capital and money out of

exterminating the "Mormons," and for-

tunes out of "Mormon" blood, and more

or less difficulty has occurred; but dur-

ing that period the Saints have been able

to proceed along with their work. They

have laid out a hundred and fifty towns

and cities, and have built them up to a

greater or less extent, extending their

settlements five hundred miles through

this great desert. They have also been

able to hold in check the savage tribes

of Indians and to gain influence over

them; and with a few interruptions, aris-

ing from the reckless character and con-

duct of transients, have been enabled to

maintain towards them a peace hitherto

unknown in any State or Territory in the

midst of an Indian population.

It required faith and energy to

settle in such a country. For the

first three years after the settlement

commenced hardly any person dared

to eat as much food as his appetite

craved; so scarce were provisions that

it was necessary to economize and eke

out every little supply to its greatest

possible extent. A great many became

discouraged and disheartened, having

the idea that the country could never

be reclaimed; many went away, but gen-

erally returned after awhile, quite sur-

prised at the progress made during their

absence. Our visitors look at our city

and say, "What a beautiful place! how

did you find so lovely a place?" I can

answer. When we reached here it was

a naked sage plain, bearing very little

sage, the land being too poor; but in-

dustry and a wise and careful applica-

tion of the water to the soil has produced

the vegetation here to be seen. For a

while after we came here we could oc-

casionally hear of rejoicing from pulpit

and press that "Joseph Smith, the arch-

impostor," as they called him, was dead,

and that the "Mormons" were driven into

the wilderness, where they would all per-

ish, and they should never hear anything

more about them. Yet it only took a few

years for them to discover that this peo-

ple were yet alive, and that they were

living in the exercise of their faith, and

making themselves felt, known, realized

and understood in the world. Now, inas-

much as God has thus blessed us and ex-

tended to us so many great privileges, it

is very important that we should abide

in the faith wherein Christ has made

us free, and live in the exercise of that

religion, and not by any means suffer

ourselves to fall into snares, temptation,

wickedness or evil. We have every rea-

son to be thankful to our Heavenly Fa-

ther for his many blessings.

Our organization as a church dif-

fers widely from almost every other.

For instance, almost every denomina-

tion has, in its organization, a plan for

the support of a minister—a salaried

gentleman. When we commenced to

preach the Gospel to the world with-

out purse or scrip, without money


