
the light of eternal truth rest down upon 
them, and you will hear them, here and 
there, testify that they know of the doc-
trine, that they are acquainted with and 
understand it for themselves.

There has been a great howl from the 
pulpit and the press calling upon the gov-
ernment of the United States to exert its 
power to suppress a practice in the faith 
of the Latter-day Saints. Now the fact of 
the case is, it is out of the power of any 
government or nation to regulate religion 
at the present age; it is a matter that must 
regulate itself. You may drive men from 
their homes, rob them of their possessions, 
murder their leaders, deprive them of their 
civil and religious rights, but you cannot 
change their opinions by such arguments; 
and when men have recourse to them it 
only signifies that the foundation upon 
which their system is based is very weak, 
and that their only hope of enforcing their 
own and suppressing the views of others 
is by force. Shame on the low degraded 
feelings which prompt such measures. In 
every land freedom of thought and opin-
ion and the liberty to preach and practice 
whatever religion you wish should be guar-
anteed and the only method of manifest-
ing disapproval of the course of others in 
these respects should be to disfellowship 
them from their churches. All should have 
this privilege. It feels good for a man to be-
lieve as he pleases; and if you undertake to 
check this, do not put to death, daub with 
tar and feathers, or tear down the dwellings 
of those who differ from you. Where is 
the liberty, justice and uprightness of such 
a course? I have been through the mill a 
little, and understand how it feels.

For my own part, however, I be-
lieve that mankind generally are get-
t i n g  w i s e r  o n  t h i s  s u b j e c t .  O u r 
Puritan fathers never succeeded in

forcing their peculiar views on others, and 
in time, even among themselves, everybody 
could say about what he pleased; or at any 
rate the particular points upon which there 
was the greatest trouble were taken away. 
So it will be in the present age.

It is very well understood that, by many 
of the people, the law of marriage is re-
garded as something instituted by God; 
and that men, in their laws and regula-
tions on the subject, have undertaken to 
govern their fellows too much. Our fa-
thers Abraham and Jacob and many of 
the prophets took steps in this matter, 
which are now denounced by a large por-
tion of Christendom as very wrong; and 
yet these very persons, in their prayers and 
preachings, claim that they are going to 
“Abraham’s bosom.” I can tell any man 
that wishes to murder, rob and plunder, 
and deprive of liberty a Latter-day Saint 
because he believes and practices plural-
ity of wives, that he need never expect to 
dwell in “Abraham’s bosom,” for Father 
Abraham will not cast his wives out to re-
ceive such narrow-minded men. I can fur-
ther tell them that, if ever they come to the 
gates of the New Jerusalem, they will there 
find the names of the twelve sons of Jacob; 
and if they believe with all their hearts that 
Jacob and his sons, most of whom were po-
lygamists, were wicked men, and most of 
the sons bastards, they had better stay out-
side; in fact they will not be permitted to 
enter. Unless they can acknowledge these 
twelve sons as lawful and legitimate sons, 
in accordance with the law of God, they 
will have to stay outside, and “without are 
dogs, sorcerers, whoremongers, idolaters,” 
and everybody that loves and makes a lie.

May God enable us, one and all, to be 
truly prepared to enter through the gates 
into the city, is my prayer in the name of 
Jesus. Amen.
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