
I have a few words of counsel for the re-
turned missionaries, and all the Elders of 
Israel may heed them if they feel disposed 
to. You hear the Elders, when they return 
and get up in the stand, tell what happy 
days they have experienced on their mis-
sions; how they have enjoyed themselves, 
the Spirit of the Lord has rested upon 
them, how they have spoken to their own 
astonishment, words have been given them 
that never entered their hearts before, 
and when they have lifted up their voices 
in the name of the Lord to testify of the 
Gospel of the Son of God they have as-
tonished themselves, and so on; you know 
what they say! Now, I wish to make this 
request: that the Elders who return from 
missions consider themselves just as much 
on a mission here as in England or in any 
other part of the world. There is no people 
need preaching to more than those who 
live in this Territory and in these moun-
tains. The Latter-day Saints, or those 
who profess to be, need talking to just 
as much as a child who begins to prattle 
and run around the house. It gets into 
mischief continually and its mother has 
to keep talking to it to keep it from med-
dling with things that it should not. It does 
not know how to guide itself, and wants 
guiding and correcting all the time; but  
not more than the Latter-day Saints who

gather together. Now, Elders of Israel, if 
you have the harness on, keep it on and lift 
up your voices to the people here and teach 
them the way of life and salvation; and 
teach obedience to the Priesthood, that 
they may receive the blessings which are 
promised to them who believe and obey 
the Gospel as it is revealed in the latter 
days. Will you hearken to this counsel, my 
brethren? I have not the least objection to 
the sisters considering themselves on mis-
sions to teach their children the way of life 
and salvation.

I feel like saying a few words about see-
ing so many empty benches here; but there 
is some excuse for this, for if you were to 
take this congregation, small as it seems, 
and try to put it into the common halls 
where our brethren have preached, you 
would find a portion of it out of doors; 
and very few meetinghouses in the eastern 
country would hold the people who are 
here this morning. Still there could be a 
great many more here. It is true that many 
attend Sunday school with the children in 
the morning, but if children who do not 
attend school were to receive proper teach-
ing from their mothers, they would be at 
meeting on Sunday morning. Mothers, 
will you be missionaries? We will ap-
point you a mission to teach your children  
their duty; and instead of ruffles and fine
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